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The Hong Kong Amateur Radio Transmitting Society (HARTS) is looking forward to participating in the 18th IARU Region 3 Conference to be held virtually in Bangkok, The Kingdom of Thailand.

Membership

HARTS transmitting members for the past three years as at the following dates were:

1/12/2018 = 311 members
1/12/2019 = 365 members
1/12/2020 = 313 members

There has been no material change in the membership numbers in 2021.

Hong Kong Amateur License Statistics

Licensing of the amateur radio service in The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China (“Hong Kong”) is conducted by the Office of the Communications Authority (“OFCA”) of The Government of Hong Kong. Amateur Station Licenses (“ASL”) are primarily issued to users with ownership of fixed, mobile and portable stations, with one-year validity. Authority to Operate (“ATO”) are issued to users irrespective to the ownership of stations, with five-year validity.

	Number of license holders
	1/1/2018
~
31/12/2018
	1/1/2019
~
31/12/2019
	1/1/2020
~
31/12/2020

	ASL
	2638
	2627
	2611

	ATO
	3120
	3100
	3087



Public Services Activities

Communication support to other charitable organisations
As a charitable and non-profit organisation, HARTS has been providing amateur radio communication support to circa. 15 major charity fund-raising events annually (during normal times) in Hong Kong for the past 18 years. The number of events being supported by HARTS was increasing as HARTS vetted more and more invitations from new event organisers who had approached HARTS for amateur radio communications support up to 2018. This had kept our volunteers occupied throughout the cross-country trail seasons. Nevertheless, the volunteers all thoroughly enjoyed the participation notwithstanding that certain amateur radio communications support duties were often challenging which required soft skills as well as physical endurance. It is estimated that in the 2018/2019 season alone, the safety of some 150,000 participants of fund-raising cross-country trail competitions benefited from HARTS’ participation and about 80 rescue operations were carried out with the help of HARTS members providing amateur radio communication support especially in respect of rescues from several remote locations in Hong Kong. In the ensuing duo annis horribilis, Hong Kong first suffered a spate of social movement resulting in several months of civil unrest in 2019 and the CoVID-19 pandemic befell in 2020. As a result of the double whammy, almost all of the charity cross-country trail competitions were curtailed in both the 2019/2020 and 2020/2021 seasons. We maintained the line of amateur radio neutrality and took an apolitical stance to continue to serve the community.

HAM club stations support
HARTS has assumed the supervisory and monitoring role on “amateur station license for club” under Hong Kong amateur radio licensing conditions as well as to provide related training and technical support to The Hong Kong Adventure Corps and The Hong Kong Red Cross since 2009 and 2018, respectively. 


Operation of the Communication Support and Services Centre (“CSSC”)

The Lands Department of the Government of Hong Kong granted the site of the CSSC in east Kowloon to HARTS as its headquarters in 2014 to facilitate the provision of amateur radio communication support services to charitable non-profit organisations. Since the completion of the construction of the CSSC, besides the charitable work, the CSSC is also used for conducting amateur radio activities such as technical talks, seminars to promote HAM radio, DX contests, study workshops for amateur radio licensing examinations, regular HARTS members’ meetings, etc. Owing to the generous donations of funds as well as equipment from various parties, HARTS has been able to maintain its existence albeit under tight budgetary conditions.

Operation of Digital Repeater Service in Hong Kong

Introduced in 2014, the VHF/UHF repeaters using the DMR standard has been in full operation for the past few years. They are located at three strategic hill-top sites that can relay signals to most locations in Hong Kong with crystal clear communication quality. The DMR systems therefore complement the existing analog facilities.

QSL Cards

The new CSSC provides a good base for QSL card sorting and collection. Despite the convenience of card exchange through the Internet, HARTS has processed a total of more than 160 kg in the last three years and on average, about 100 members received their QSL cards every month.

Amateur Radio Emergency Service

HARTS continues to play an active role in ARES with a number of qualified coordinators participating in the Red Cross International Relief exercises, providing communications and orienteering skills training to The Hong Kong Red Cross professional volunteers in disaster scenarios as well as taking part in IARU ARES exercises. 

HARTS’ ARES Net will stand by on the following UHF and VHF repeater stations (in both FM and DMR) and simplex frequencies when Typhoon Signal No.8 or above is hoisted or under other calamities: 
Repeaters: i.) VR2HKA; ii.) VR2KP; iii.) VR2R; iv.) VR2UTM; v.) VR2HAC; and Simplex: i.) 144.780MHz; ii.) 430.780MHz; iv.) 144.300MHz; v.) 438.780MHz; each covering both FM (TSQL 110.0Hz) and DMR (CC5). 

Our technical team continued to upgrade our CSSC facilities for disaster preparedness on our HF stations. A lifting antenna tower donated by a member was erected at the CSSC in 2019 with multiband HF & 6 metre Yagi antennae.

VHF/UHF Repeaters & Beacons

HARTS maintains VHF and UHF (in both FM and DMR) repeaters at five hill-top sites across Hong Kong. Such service is intended for HARTS members but is currently open to any Hong Kong licensed ham at no charge, consistent with international HAM practice. Such repeaters infrastructure facilities are crucial for the charitable cross-country trail events where HARTS provides amateur radio communication support to minimise the risk to the participants through HARTS’ infrastructure to provide good communication and coordination. Signal coverage is now well over 90% of the whole of Hong Kong.

We successfully obtained the VR2B second-generation beacon system provided by the IARU International Beacon Project in 2019 and it was setup and continued to contribute to the international beacon project since. We also upgraded our VR2SIX beacon controller to provide a more reliable beacon service.

Interaction with the Chinese Radio Amateur Club (“CRAC”)

Due to the civil unrest in 2019 and the CoVID-19 pandemic since 2020, we have had limited interaction between HARTS and CRAC.

Conclusion and Ninety Years of HARTS in Hong Kong

HARTS continues to play a leading role in the Hong Kong HAM community. In 2019, HARTS commemorated its 90th anniversary by establishing the special callsign VR2HK9O (Victor Romeo Two Hotel Kilo Niner Oscar) granted by OFCA which was effective between 12th June 2019 and 11th June 2021. Over 700 commemorative VR2HK / VR2HK9O QSL cards were issued during the period. HARTS is after all the longest established and largest HAM club locally and is the sole IARU member-society in Hong Kong representing the Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China in IARU Region 3. With our Communication Support and Services Centre fully operational, we now have a base for various functions that could be held under one roof. However, due to limited financial resources, our services to members and numerous charitable organisations that we provide amateur radio communication support are always carried out on a shoe-string. Nevertheless, we endeavor to keep close contact with the IARU and promote HAM radio as a lifetime hobby for Hong Kong and beyond.

We look forward to meeting our friends form other member societies again in the forthcoming IARU Region 3 conference virtually in Bangkok.

73!


Prepared by:

Andrew Cheong VR2XXC / M0ILD 
Hon. Treasurer
The Hong Kong Amateur Radio Transmitting Society

31 July 2021

____________________
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