To VU2UR Regional 3 MS Coordinator

RAST Monitoring Report: - For March 2006
This month (March 2006) has been a busy month with behind the scenes correspondence. First I would like to thank those MS coordinators who kindly responded to Arasu VU2UR request for help with OTHR QRM as per Februarys MS newsletter.

Personal thanks also to Bill WA4FKI regional one coordinator, for assistance and his input, and understanding with QRM as heard in Thailand. Also to Peter Martinez G3PLX who I approached inquiring if he could devise any technical method of pinpointing the sources of OTHR QRM.  I also responded to the editor of the RSGB, last word – letters column, March 2006. EI5CD comments about QRM that implies nobody is listening, or cares about QRM, so wrote to support of his views.

Finally via my home page  http://www.hs0zee.com/  I have been trying to promote the section “Intruder Watch” which contain pictures of QRM and zipped sound files. Least but not last, I have despatched to Arasu VU2UR a set of CD’s containing monthly reports, QRM sound and picture files. If anyone would like a copy, I would be happy to oblige, subject to demand.

Intruder report, for 20 Meters as monitored during March 2006

Band conditions have followed a fairly standard pattern from daybreak to dusk. Starting around 0000 GMT there are the early morning nets, by BV stations, either no calls are used, or are incoherent when used in CB fashion. This is followed around 0330 GMT by intruders passing messages for hours and appear to be from fishing boats, often third parties are heard. These intruders are particular blatant, and whilst will close down when challenged, soon reappear.

Propagation then swings north for a short time to USA with good openings. Propagation then changes from north to south as about one hour into sunrise on a heading of 195 degrees (almost due south) wide band QRM starts, first just detectable, around S5 in AM mode. This type of QRM steadily builds during the morning to +S60 at midday (0500 GMT) by mid afternoon, transmissions begin to drift in frequency several cycles with approaching sun set, when signals start slowly fading.

With the high level of QRM, mid morning to late afternoon, no DX signals can be heard. One exception, and is very interesting, is that on occasions the QRM is absent (not more than a couple of day per month) I hear, and am able to work Pacific Ocean stations. This is out to the east of me so assume what whilst the QRM is still being transmitted, reception condition are no longer supported from the south.

I would welcome any feedback on this propagation mode, in regards to why this occurs, and where the QRM is likely to originate from (Nivis Propagation??) To date I have not received any MS support with cross bearings, with regards to OTHR type QRM 

Finally sunset to late evening propagation is due north, into Europe and peaks around 1500 GMT. Occasionally prorogation to Africa replaces Europe, but not often. The band is generally dead by 1830 GMT 

I hope that this had given some insight as to 20-meter band condition, from Thailand and has shown the limitation of operating for most part of the day, due to QRM from assumed OTHR transmission.
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