To VU2UR Regional 3 MS Coordinator

RAST Monitoring Report: - For Jan 2005.

Report logging from this station commenced around the second week of January due to New Years activities and personal projects. Whilst busy, mostly on the computer, I have none the less been ably to tune the bands as both the computer and receiver are next to each other. 

The following report covers the period 01 - 17 Jan 2004. 

The bands have generally been very quiet with only a few DX stations actually heard, there has been a few more spotted on the DX web cluster, unfortunately operating on the low bands long after my sunrise. This time of year the gray line DX window openings is incredible short, especially on 40 meters.

From a technical point of view, the bands are in a dreadful state.  Radar type interference makes listening very difficult during daylight hours. The radar interference obliterates all signals. I have made many reports on this kind of interference every month, basically because it wipes my receiver out. 

My transceiver is the Kenwood TS-940. The first observations of radar interference are that in SSB mode, the S meter sits around the S6 mark on an apparently empty band. This can be mistaken for general atmospheric and local static. In AM carrier mode, it sounds more intense, a kind of rasping sound. Observations on the Kenwood Station monitor show intense activity of very high spiky pulses constantly jostling across the screen. (Camera snap shots with sound accompany this report on CD)

One such transmission is emanating from a beam heading of 60 degrees from this QTH. On nulling this interference out with the beam antenna, another type of pulsing becomes evident, which is of a different pulse repetition rate bearing 330 degrees

My conclusions are that there are two separate radar-transmitting sites, with enormous peak power and frequency spread. Both are heard at the same time or not at all, and cover all HF bands. I do not hear many broadcast intruders as do others radio monitors. When the radar interference is absent it is replaced with the Havana 4X4, 8X8, 12x12, gurgle rubbish. At times the latter transmissions can be selective, and very intermittent, but could be due to propagation condition. I have heard this type of interference at times open up on top of a QSO’s breaking to see if still occupied, so appear intentional.  

My other cross to bear is that the 40 meter band is packed end to end with, best I can describe as habitual rubbish traffic. This starts shortly after sun rise, until sundown and make any serious daylight DX impossible. It is difficult for me to identify these stations although I did request one station to give me his location, and he replied Vietnam. This is not to be confused with the type of intruders heard on the 10 meters band, this is not CB type operating but simplex and duplex transmission, and third parties trying to course interference, awful.   

Technically, listening on a dipole with lowest take off angle of 30 degrees (optimistic). The ARRL Antenna handbook page 23-16 chapter 23 fig 17 gives a single hop distance between 600 and 1400 mile range. A DX map and a pair of dividers for those who are interested will show those countries that fall east of this location. (Daylight path). I also hear complaint from other Far East amateur’s stations that they also hear the same wall to wall traffic. Who will take responsibility to do something about this situation? 

The ten-meter band has not been open many days this month and I do not pay to much attention with monitoring, but notice that the bands are generally quiet, presumable due to propagation conditions. The same applies for 12 and 17-meter band.

 This section covers the period 17 - 31 Jan 2004.

The interference reported above remains substantially the same. The A & K indexes which are monitored daily have not been good with a few major storm causing poor propagation. 

It is interesting to note the poor operating standards, especially on twenty meters by licensed amateurs, how are we to set good examples to others. There is a tendency to cluster around 14.195Mhz regardless of published expedition activities. The norm appears to be to call on top of a DX station when spotted on the web cluster. The rest of the band remains empty. This is a disturbing situation, where “use or loose”, cannot be countered. No wonder military traffic proliferates on unused sections of the amateur bands. 

Top 4 of the month

1 Two independent sets of Radar type transmission from North and North East Asia, all bands

2. Havana Gurgle from multiplex military traffic from North East Asia, all bands

3. Habitual rubbish traffic on 40 meters from South East Asia 

4. Bad, or hostile amateur operators from Europe.

RAST appointed MS coordinator for Thailand
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