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John Lochhead, ZL4QS Chairman
Jim Linton VK3PC Secretary

WG2 met on the Monday afternoon and Tuesday of the Conference in order to complete the assigned tasks. Participants at WG2 included:

ORARI – Triadi Suparta YB0KUN, Wisnu Widjaja YB0AZ

WIA – Geoff Atkinson VK3AFA
JARL – Takenobu Kaieda JH1HNH, Yoshio Arisaka JA1HQG

ARSI – Chandru Ramachandra VU2RCR

NZART – Fred Johnson ZL2AMJ, David Andrews ZL2SX

HARTS – Sun Loy Chan, VR2XGE

CRSA – Yin Hu, BD1AZ
Region 3 Directors – Peter Lake ZL2AZ, Michael Owen VK3KI

The group approached its task by categorizing agenda items in its area of responsibility into ‘topics’. These were then considered.
After duly considering these, WG2 either resolved to make recommendations or ‘noted’ those reports or aspects of them.

For the topic ‘Emergency Communications’, WG2 was guided by 09/XIV/005 ‘Report from the IARU Region 3 Directors’, that requested consideration be given to ‘All aspects of the regulations of, the preparation for and the provision of emergency communications by the Amateur Service’.

WG2 firstly discussed 09/XIV/050 the report of the Chairman of the ‘Emergency Communications Committee’.  

Very useful discussion was held between attending societies about ITU regulations 25.3 and 25.9A and it was felt that further work was needed by some societies on those matters.

09/XIV/050 Emergency Communications 
WG2-1 Recommendation: 
That member societies again be urged to examine the IARU ‘Model Provision’ of the ITU regulations 25.3 and 25.9A, and  advise in writing within 12 months of this conference the situation in their nation about those regulations. Noting the worthy contributions of several societies via their reports at the 14th conference, that details of emergency communications and preparations/training for emergencies be a standard reporting matter in all future triennial society reports.

09/XIV/050 Centre of Activity frequencies (CoA):  Discussion was then held on the concept of Centre of Activity frequencies (CoA), their history and purpose. The CoA are not spot frequencies but a starting point (+ or – 5 kHz), are not the only frequencies to be used, and are not mode specific and should be considered as being ‘all modes’. 

The desirability of CoA and the need to publicize them to the amateur radio community including within bands plans was agreed.  

09/XIV/050 Centre of Activity (CoA) frequencies 
WG2-2 Recommendation:
Noting that IARU R1 and R2 have already adopted Centre of Activity (CoA) frequencies for emergency communications and training for emergency communications, that conference adopt 3.600, 7.110, 14.300, 18.160, and 21.360 MHz as the CoA for IARU R3. Further that the regional band plan include those CoA at the earliest possible opportunity and all member societies take action to have them included in their national band plans. 

09/XIV/050 Promotion and public relations:

WG2-3 Recommendation:

Noting the positive public relations achieved in relation to a number of emergencies in which amateur radio provided support, it is recommended that member societies and their emergency groups include in their planning how best to  publicise such activities and consider the appointment of a dedicated individual or individuals responsible for promotion and making it internationally known. 

Continuing the ‘Emergency Communications’ topic: WG2 considered 09/XIV/011 ‘Report from NZART’, 09/XIV/018, ‘Thailand Country paper’, 09/XIV/020 ‘A Report on Amateur Radio Emergency Service in Disasters in China’, 09/XIV/023 ‘HARTS report’,  09/XIV/024 ‘Report from ORARI’, 09/XIV/031 WIA ‘Emergency communications role of amateur radio’, 09/XIV/037 ‘Report from ARRL’, and 09/XIV/040 ‘Triennial report of Amateur Radio Society of India. 

Highlights of those reports were:

The WIA plan to provide nationally accredited training mainly for radio amateurs, who engage in, or potentially will provide emergency communications. The resource of amateur radio can be used in Australia in a better coordinated fashion.  The training will not only include communications and traffic handling, but also occupational health and safety aspects of being involved in an emergency. Training material and syllabus has been approved by the government.  ARSI expressed interest in the WIA initiative and stated that there was a need to have training in India for all radio amateurs in the setting up of an emergency station.

WG2 Noted the paper and looks forward to further reports from the WIA for the interest of members societies on the implementation of the new training regime.

ORARI provided considerable detail on a range of emergency communications activity by radio amateurs in Indonesia, the latest being the earthquake in West Sumatra.  On the first day radio amateurs set up at the governor’s office for seven days, and were also embedded with the Red Cross. ORARI undertook to supply more detail to the worldwide amateur radio community on its involvement in this latest disaster.  An exercise next month will involve all government agencies.

WG2-4 Recommendation: 

That the ORARI report be noted and ORARI is highly commended for its emergency communications, inter-agency relations, government liaison and training exercises.  

The CRSA advised that the government is greatly encouraging amateur radio in its emergency communications role. This is helping to further increase the numbers of radio amateurs in China. The young radio amateurs are interested in the emergency communications aspects of amateur radio. Thoughts are being given to setting up a network of internet-linked amateur radio stations to assist in times of emergency.  CRSA reported that third party traffic handling is permitted in China and Hong Kong. 

WG2-5 Recommendation: 

That the CRSA report be noted, and the society be highly commended for its activities in emergency communications and the excellent publicity gained in both ham radio news and general news services following the Great Sichuan Earthquake.
The Statement of the 5th Global Amateur Radio Emergency Communications (GAREC-2009):

WG2-6 Recommendation: 

That the conference concludes that, the concluding paragraph from the statement of GAREC-2009, namely, “That the GAREC conference should continue to be in locations throughout the world, and should maintain the character of GAREC as an informal meeting among representatives of IARU member societies and of Amateur Radio Emergency Groups within or outside of the respective National IARU Member Society, serving as a forum for the exchange of experience  and as an advisory body for the work on emergency communications of the IARU”, properly describes the nature of GAREC and what should be its relationships with the IARU, and that the Administrative Council be requested to consider the conclusions of this conference, as well as the conclusions and recommendations of GAREC-2009.
EMC BPL/PLT is covered in 09/XIV/037 ‘EMC Issues Regarding Amateur Radio (HL3QUV) and 09/XIV/029 ‘Broadband over Powerline (BPL) – The Australian Position’ (WIA).

The issues of broadband over powerlines were discussed. It was acknowledged that there was clear recognition by those both inside and outside the industry of the interference potential of the broadband enabling technology. The WIA has made technical presentations to the joint Australia/New Zealand standards authority. Notching can be effective but needed to be outside the band of frequencies being used. The delay in national and international regulation and standards for BPL is resulting in increased opportunities for other broadband technologies.  The financial viability of BPL is doubtful.  CISPR is likely to be amended to allow BPL.  

EMC BPL/PLT
WG2-7 Recommendation: 

That there be ongoing work by the IARU R3 societies and monitoring of developments in BPL/PLT standard setting groups.  Wherever possible member societies should provide input or have membership to those groups.

09/XIV/014 New Zealand schools and ‘Radio Waves’: 
WG2-8 Recommendation:

The conference note that the NZART has an active project to support ‘Radio Wave’ experiments in schools and for the promotion of Amateur Radio. Full information is available at 
www.nzart.org.nz/nzart/waves/radiowaves.html
The topic ‘7MHz band’ (09/XIV/043 ‘Problems on using 7100-7200 kHz’ (KARL), while this report touched on aspects of the IARU MS that is being addressed by WG3, the CRSA representative  advised that its administration had been active in having broadcasters in China move out of the sub-band 7100-7200.

09/XIV/028 ‘The Australian 7 MHz band plan’ (WIA) and 

09/XIV/032 ‘The Expanded 7 MHz amateur band – what does it really provide? (WIA) 
09/XIV/028 ‘The Australian 7 MHz band plan’ (WIA)
WG2-9 Recommends: 

That the report be noted as an update on its initial report to the 13th conference in Bangalore, and a record of its experience in trying to re-farm modes on the expanded 7 MHz band within the WIA band plan. WG2 expressed concern about the use of the sensitive word ‘broadcast’ in the WIA band plan, where it referred to Ham News Services. WG2 commended the WIA on its initiative to encourage activity above 7100 kHz and to stimulate the use of digital modes on that band.  

09/XIV/032 ‘The Expanded 7 MHz amateur band – what does it really provide? (WIA) 
WG2-10 Recommends: 
That the report be noted.
09/XIV/003 ARDF Report:

WG2-11 Recommends: 

That the report be noted. 

09/XIV/042 Beacon Project Report (ZL2SJ):
WG2-12 Recommendation: 
That the report be noted.
09/XIV/051 Press Release (IARU Region 2 Report):
WG2-13 Recommendation: 
That the recommendation in the Press Release of IARU R2, dated September 29, 2009, namely “that member societies assist by not establishing unattended beacons in the 30 metre band because this a narrow band, with world-wide propagation, and we have access to it only on a secondary basis” be adopted by IARU R3.
09/XIV/013 The IARU R3 Award – Report: 

WG2-14 Recommendation:

Noting that the Award Manager Alan Chapman ZL3GX reports that issuing of the award is stimulated by publicity. That within one month of this conference, he uses as a minimum, the email service resources of the IARU R3 Secretariat, to immediately distribute the award rules, a high resolution JPEG of an award certificate sample to R3 member societies and to the IARU R1 and R2, with a request that the award details be publicised. This same marketing exercise be repeated by the Award Manager no later than 12 months before the next conference.
Bands Plans:

The existing IARU R3 Band Plans were reviewed. 

WG2-15 Recommendation:

Noting the JARL and WIA have created band plans for the 135.7 kHz to 137.8 kHz band, that a Regional Band Plan be created by, and circulated by the secretariat. The entire band should be planned for NB and CW.

WG2-16 Recommendation:

The current 1.8 MHz Band Plan was noted without change. 

WG2-17 Recommendation: 

That the 3.5 MHz Band Plan be amended to include the Emergency Centre of Activity Frequency is 3.600 MHz (all modes + or – 5 kHz).

WG2-18 Recommendation:

That the 7 MHz Band Plan be amended to reflect the Co-Primary allocation 7.1 - 7.2 MHz. The Secondary allocation is changed to 7.2 – 7.3 MHz.  The legend note at the end of the band plan be changed to 7.2 – 7.3 MHz in replace of 7.1 – 7.3 MHz. 

That 7.110 MHz be included in the band plan as the Emergency Centre of Activity Frequency (all modes + or – 5 kHz).  
WG2-19 Recommendation:

That the 10.1 MHz band plan, no changes have been identified. 

WG2-20 Recommendation: 

That the 14 MHz band plan be amended to include the Emergency Centre of Activity Frequency 14.300 MHz (all modes + or – 5 kHz).

WG2-21 Recommendation:

That the 18 MHz band plan be amended to include the Emergency Centre of Activity Frequency 18.160 MHz (all modes + or – 5 kHz).

WG2-22 Recommendation:

That the 24 MHz band plan, no changes have been identified.

WG2-23 Recommendation:

That the 21 MHz band plan be amended to include the Emergency Centre of Activity Frequency 21.360 MHz (all modes + or – 5 kHz).

WG2-24 Recommendation:

That the 70 cm band Plan be revised to include the notation that is a Secondary Allocation. 

WG2-25 Recommendation:

In respect to the 6m, 2m and 1.2 GHz bands plans, no changes have been identified.
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Note :

· Where the total band available nationally is 100 kHz or less, phone operation
may commence at 3.525 MHz.

· Emergency CoA frequency 3.600 MHz ( All Modes ± 5 KHz )



7 MHz



                    Co primary   

Note : Emergency CoA frequency 7.110 MHz ( All Modes ± 5 KHz )
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Note:   
· Considering the dramatic increase in data mode usage on the 20 meter band, it is recommended that the sub-band for these classes of signals be 14.070 MHz to 14.112 MHz (with +/- 500 Hz at 14.100 MHz for beacons), and within that data sub-band the current practices of traditional data modes may continue up to 14.095 MHz with 14.095 to 14.112 MHz being reserved for other data modes including Packet.

· Emergency CoA frequency 14.300 MHz ( All Modes ± 5 KHz )
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Note : Emergency CoA frequency 18.160 MHz ( All Modes ± 5 KHz )
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Note : Emergency CoA frequency 21.360 MHz ( All Modes ± 5 KHz )
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Bands above 1300 MHz:

Societies should consult with the amateur satellite community for proposed satellite operating frequencies before deciding local bandplans above 1300 MHz.

The Basic Principles Underlying the IARU Region 3 Bandplan:

(1) In all cases of conflict between a bandplan and the national regulations of a country, the latter shall prevail.

(2) Nothing in these bandplans shall be construed as prohibiting different national arrangements, provided that harmful interference is not caused to stations in countries operating in accordance with the regional bandplan.

(3) Notwithstanding item 2 above, Member Societies of IARU Region 3 are strongly urged to use these regional bandplans as a basis for their national bandplans.

[Legends]

CoA:
Emergency Centre of Activity frequency

EME:
Earth-Moon-Earth, Meteor Scatter, Auroral Scatter and other weak-signal

NB:
Narrow band modes including CW, RTTY, Packet and modes with similar bandwidth not exceeding 2 kHz.

Phone:
Phone operation includes SSTV, FAX and modes with similar bandwidth not exceeding 2 kHz.

Satellite:
This segment should be kept clear of other operating modes.

.

Secondary:
At 7.2 to 7.3 MHz, amateur stations shall not cause harmful interference to stations of the Broadcasting Service. 
WB:
Wide band modes including FM.

Adopted at the IARU R3 14th conference, Christchurch New Zealand 2009
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