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CLASS LICENCE FOR AMATEURS VISITING AUSTRALIA
Since 14 February 2008 amateurs from other countries visiting Australia may operate for up to 90 days from their date of entry into Australia without applying for a licence or making any payment, using their own callsign followed by “VK” and identifying the station as “portable” and stating the location.

This arose from the decision that Australia would become party to the CEPT arrangements for visiting amateurs, and it was necessary to allow licensees from other countries holding CEPT licenses to operate while visiting Australia.

In Australia the legislation governing radiocommunications requires all transmitters to be licensed, and provides three types of licence, namely a spectrum licence, (a licence to use part of the spectrum which may be traded), an apparatus licence and a class licence.

A class licence may be issued to cover all sorts of devices, including for example, cordless phones, citizen band equipment and some marine band equipment.  Class licences do not have to be applied for, no fee is payable and allow anyone to operate particular equipment provided that the operation and the equipment complies with the conditions of the class licence.

Australia amateurs are licensed under apparatus licenses, which require a WIA Callsign Recommendation, and an application to the Australian regulator, the Australian Communications Authority (ACMA) and a fee ($64).

So, to meet the CEPT requirements, a class licence was the solution.

The class licence, the Radiocommunications (Overseas Amateurs Visiting Australia) Class Licence 2008 sets out the conditions under which a visiting amateur having a current amateur callsign issued by his administration may operate in Australia. 

But the class licence goes very much further than just the CEPT licences and qualifications.

The class licence sets out five levels of operating privilege, ranging from the privileges equivalent to the Australian Advanced licensee to only the band 146 to 148 MHz, low power, FM, voice only.  

The operating privileges for the visiting amateur depend on the qualification or licence held by the visiting amateur.  The overseas license and the conditions that the holder must operate under in Australia are listed in the ACMA’s table of equivalent qualifications and licenses.

The table of equivalent qualifications and licences may be found on the ACMA website.

The fifth level applies to an amateur whose licence or qualification is not listed in the other four tables.

That means that every amateur is allowed to operate in Australia, for even if his or her licence or qualification is not listed they can use the low power, FM voice privileges – which really means access to the Australian two meter repeaters.  

So every amateur from every country may at least operate in Australia.

The visiting amateur may be asked to produce evidence that he or she entered Australia less than 90 days before operating the station, and holds an appropriate overseas amateur licence or qualification.

If an amateur is coming to Australia for more than 90 days, it is suggested that they rely on the class licence when they first arrive, and then apply for a WIA Callsign Recommendation and an apparatus licence from ACMA in Canberra, if they have a current overseas amateur licence either recognised by Australia or subject to a reciprocal agreement with Australia.

Information on Australian amateur licensing may be found on the WIA website, www.wia.org.au or the ACMA website www.acma.gov.au .

Article 25.9 B of the Radio Regulations, was introduced in 2003 with a view to encouraging administrations to allow visiting amateurs to operate without the need to obtain a local licence.  It provides:

25.9B § 5B 
An administration may determine whether or not to permit a person who has been granted a licence to operate an amateur station by another administration to operate an amateur station while that person is temporarily in its territory, subject to such conditions or restrictions it may impose.
The Australian legislation requires a licence, but the class licence achieves the objective in accordance with the Australian legislation with the same ease as recognising the foreign licence as contemplated in the provision of the Radio Regulations referred to.

In short, the WIA believes that this approach provides a very sensible solution to the wish of travelling amateurs to have a licence that works like an international driving licence.
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