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AUSTRALIAN 7 MHz BAND PLAN

As reported at Region 3, Thirteenth Regional Conference, in 2006 the Wireless Institute of Australia adopted a new Australian band plan for the 40m (7 MHz) amateur band to take effect after the broadcast stations vacate the 7.1 to 7.2 MHz segment in 2009.

The changes were designed to: 

· encourage activity above 7100 kHz; 

· stimulate experimentation in wideband digital modes; and

· integrate, as far as is possible, with the IARU region 3 plan, and the plans of other countries.

Features of the plan include:

· To better provide for the WIA weekly Sunday broadcast that is currently transmitted on various frequencies from different call areas and time zones, a new broadcast segment from 7130-7150 kHz was chosen.

· Encouraging Australia wide use of the new expanded primary allocation for regular daily use, chasing DX, participating in contests, qualifying for awards and generally populating the increased spectrum allocation.   

However two features of the 2006 plan proved unsuccessful, and these have now been withdrawn. 

(1) 
7000-7030 kHz 
The proposed amalgamated segment for CW and narrow digital modes has been withdrawn as a result of negative reaction from both CW and digital mode operators. Both groups expressed preference for a return to separate CW and digital segments, as a means of reducing possible interference between these modes. In particular, it was noted that digital mode operators expressed the view that they did not wish to cause interference to CW stations by operating below 7030 kHz. 

 

It may be that in the future, agreement will be reached via IARU to redefine or amalgamate the CW and narrow band digital segments. But at this time it seems clear that CW and digital operators prefer to operate in different band segments.
(2)
7180 -7250 kHz:     Adoption of a new segment for wideband digital modes. 

The aim of this change was to provide additional spectrum for increasingly popular digital modes. However it has been withdrawn as a result of negative reaction of both digital and SSB operators. 

 

Concern was expressed that digital mode segments in this part of the 40 metre band would not be consistent with current IARU band plans. Frequencies between 7180 and 7250 kHz are used in all IARU regions for SSB, and digital mode stations operating in these segments could expect mutual interference with SSB stations. 

Future Changes 
 

With reduced demand for SSB spectrum below 7100 kHz, it is now possible to create an expanded digital modes segment. Full international standardisation of this band is now possible, but it will depend on agreement between IARU regions on a common international digital modes segment.  

Following the withdrawal of two of the changes made in 2006, the Australian 40 Metre Band Plan has for the time being reverted basically to the pre 2006 Region III version.

The adopted 40m band plan is detailed as follows:

	Segment

(kHz)
	Use

	7000-7030
	CW only

	7030-7040
	Digital Modes

	7040-7300
	SSB Analogue telephony 

	7130-7150
	Broadcast sub-segment


Obviously, the current levels of broadcast station interference above 7100 kHz will mean that some degree of flexibility is required in use of the new band plan.

Australian amateurs currently have access to 7200-7300 kHz on a secondary basis.  The plan has been fully implemented now that 7100-7200 kHz has reverted to amateur primary use in 2009, albeit on a shared Co primary basis with fixed and mobile users, although that is not expected to cause any difficulties.
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