- 3 -
Document No. 09/XIV/027

	[image: image1.jpg]



	INTERNATIONAL AMATEUR RADIO UNION
REGION 3
fourteenth  Regional  Conference
	[image: image2.jpg]





12 – 16 October 2009
Christchurch, New Zealand

Document No. 09/XIV/027
Agenda Item: 11.11
THE FOUNDATION LICENCE IN AUSTRALIA – THREE YEARS ON
Wireless Institute of Australia
Introduction:

At the thirteenth regional conference in Bangalore 2006, the Wireless Institute of Australia (WIA) presented a paper on the recent introduction of the Foundation Licence as an entry-level amateur licence in Australia.

The Australian administrator, the Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA) who regulates the Amateur Service in Australia introduced a new three tier licence structure in 2005 that now included the entry-level Foundation Licence.

The Foundation Licence is aimed at attracting younger and older Australians to amateur radio with a simple, straightforward operator type qualification as a stepping-stone to the higher classes of licence: the Standard Licence; and the Advance Licence.

The ACMA placed conditions for use of the licence noting that this is an entry-level operator qualification where basic understanding on the technical aspects of radiocommunications, electrical safety and interference issues would be covered in the learning syllabus for this qualification.  The qualification requires a practical assessment in the setting up and operation of an amateur station.  There is no time restrictions imposed on the use of a Foundation Licence.
The conditions for the licence are as follows:

· Bands of operation is limited to 80, 40, 15, 10, 2 and 70cm Bands;

· Power is limited to 10 watts PEP on all bands; 

· Emission modes are defined and is limited to radiotelegraphy and radiotelephony only (no digital modes); and

· Commercial equipment must be used.


The ACMA has determined that digital modes such as BSK31, RTTY etc would add significantly to the syllabus and would be counter to the concept on a basic entry style licensing arrangement. 

The WIA through it affiliated radio clubs, conducts training courses for the Foundation Licence, and WIA appointed Assessors conduct the examinations including the practical assessment.  The course usually takes place over a weekend and the formal assessment and is proving the most popular way of obtaining this licence.  A course is not mandatory and many undertake their own study with assistance from a local amateur.  There are approximately 250 appointed Assessors located across Australia, which provides the necessary coverage for access by persons seeking assessments.  The WIA has in place processes for remote assessments in rural and remote areas where there are no available Assessors, as well as processes to cover those persons with disabilities.

Under a recently negotiated contract with the ACMA, the WIA in addition to conducting the assessments for all three grades of certificates of proficiency, the WIA now issues the certificate of proficiency and provides callsign recommendations so a licence can be issued.  From examination to issue of a licence can take as little as two weeks.

To facilitate the learning process, the WIA has published a “Foundation Licence Manual” that covers all of the syllabus requirements for the assessment.  This manual has proved very popular and is now in its second edition.

The experience to date

Prior to 2005 there was a steady decline in the number of amateur licences in Australia, which is a trend in other regions today.

Since the introduction of the Foundation Licence the total number of licensed amateurs has increased and is still rising today.  The following table illustrates this trend.

	Date
	30/6/01
	30 /6/02
	30 /6/03
	30/6/04
	30/6/05
	30/6/06
	30/6/07
	30/6/08
	1/5/09

	Lic. No.
	15,017
	14,536
	14,363
	14,047
	14,041
	14,475
	15,009
	15,278
	15,510


The break-up of the 15,510 amateur licensees as at 1 April 2009 is as follows, with last year’s number at 1 March 2008 in brackets:

Advanced 11,231 (11,436)

Standard 2,019 (1960)

Foundation 1,818 (1,572)

Since 2005 a number of other trends have occurred.  The average age for those undertaking assessments has trended downward from 50-60 years old to 36-45 years old.  The number of younger people undertaking foundation licence assessments is rising, with the youngest candidate 9 years old, (the oldest candidate is 82 years old).  The number of young persons becoming interested in amateur radio, particularly those that are yet to make career choices, is important as the WIA believes this may stimulate them into taking up the sciences or other technically based learning and employment.

Another trend is the gender balance, with females increasingly becoming interested in amateur radio and although low in numbers compared to male is evenly distributed across all age groups.

After three years of undertaking assessments, the built up demand for Foundation Licences has largely been met with very little promotion.  Increases in the future will be through more active promotion across Australia by affiliated clubs.  One aspect of the Foundation Licence has been a sudden increase in the membership of clubs with the entry of new radio amateurs at all age groups.

The trend that is now occurring after three years has been Foundation Licensees now upgrading their qualifications to the next levels of amateur licences, where the peak average age of candidates is in the 36 to 45 years old range.  The numbers undertaking assessment of the Standard and Advanced licences in the year March 2008 to April 2009 is as follows:

	Foundation to Standard
	115

	Foundation to Advanced
	49

	Standard to Advanced 
	51


Broadly speaking the success of the Foundation Licence will continue with increased targeted promotion.
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