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100th Anniversary of organised Amateur Radio in Australia

Wireless Institute of Australia
BACKGROUND: 

The Wireless Institute of Australia grew from autonomous State groups.

The name: “Wireless Institute of Australia” was not the original name used in all States of Australia; however, they all finally morphed into a national organisation.

On 11th March 1910, the Institute of Wireless Telegraphy of Australia was established in Sydney.  The initial meeting, called by George Taylor, was held at the Hotel Australia in Martin Place at the site of the current MLC Centre. Placing this date into context, it was about 13 years before regular broadcasting started in Australia and was over a year before The Marconigraph journal (the fore-runner of Wireless World) was published by Marconi’s Wireless Telegraph Company.  
The Amateur Wireless Society of Victoria was formed in 1911, the Wireless Institute of Queensland in 1912 and the West Australian Radio Club in 1913. Other States formed institutes in the years following.
In a 1920s article about the early days of the Institute in Sydney, President Charles Maclurcan refers to the “Wireless Institute of New South Wales as the first Technical Radio Association to be formed within the British Empire….” 
OUR 2010 CELEBRATIONS:

Planning is progressing for celebrations next year.  These will be many and varied:
CELEBRATORY WEEKEND:  This major event will be held in the National Capital Canberra between 28th and 30th May 2010. It will be held in conjunction with the W.I.A. Annual General Meeting. The focal point of the weekend will be the Hundredth Anniversary dinner.  Also featured during the weekend will be Historic and Technical presentations and the popular “Members Forum”.  These will be held on the Saturday before the dinner. 
On Sunday there will be visits to some of the many points of interest in Canberra.  For partners attending there will be an additional program available.
We invite the Region 3 Directors to hold their 2010 meeting in conjunction with our celebrations. They will be most welcome at all our celebrations. We also make this invitation to all Region 3 IARU societies and representatives of the other 2 regions as well as to the International Secretariat.
SPECIAL CALL SIGN: It is expected that the WIA and its affiliated Clubs will share a special callsign during the celebrations. Contact with States using the callsign will be the basis of a special award.
CLUBS: Clubs will be encouraged to hold their own functions and dinners with a “100 years of Amateur Radio” theme.  This theme should also be applied to ham fests, and public exhibitions/demonstrations held by individual clubs.

AMATEUR RADIO MAGAZINE: will contain relevant material during the year.

MEMORABILLIA: Windbreakers, T shirts etc will be made available featuring a suitable logo.

HISTORIC RECORDINGS: As for the 75th Anniversary, a compilation of historical recordings featuring significant people and events in Australian amateur radio will be released during the year.
VK1WIA OFFICIAL BROADCASTS: will include historical material and reports throughout the year.
The WIA is also encouraging clubs and associated organisations to collect their own history during the year.  An archive is presently being established at the new WIA office facilities in Melbourne, and this will be available for clubs to deposit their history for safe keeping and will be available for research by others. 
CONCLUSION:

As a “living organisation”, the WIA in all of its forms over the years, has under gone many changes to reflect the issues of the times and interests of its members.  Representing all amateur experimenters to the authorities was one of the initial aims of our forebears and it is still the pinnacle issue for the WIA today.
Over time, the emphasis of our hobby has undergone changes together with everything else in society at both national and international levels - and that is healthy; but there is little doubt that the need for representation is just as important today as it was 100 years ago.  

In 2010, Australian Radio Amateurs can rightly celebrate the establishment of their representative organisation, 100 years ago – the oldest group of such like minded people in the world. – Please join us!
