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1.
Introduction
The WIA’s Report to the Bangalore Conference focused on the momentous changes to the amateur service in Australia, with the restructure of amateur licences and the introduction of an entry level licence, and the change of the structure of the WIA from a federally based organisation where the individual members were members of a “Division” (with different subscriptions and different privileges) and the Divisions were the members of a federal body to a single national body, where the Divisions no longer existed and the members became members of the single national WIA.

We now have 3 further years of experience with the entry level licence, including knowledge of how many of those licensees up date to a higher level licence, and we report on that in a separate paper submitted to this Conference.  
As well, the WIA has taken further responsibilities in relation to the amateur examinations and qualifications and the management of callsigns and we report on that.

Next year is the 100th anniversary of the WIA, the oldest national amateur radio society in the world, and we report on our plans in a separate paper submitted to this Conference.

As stated in our paper on the entry level licence, the number of amateurs in Australia is growing rather than shrinking, and here we report on a steady growth in WIA membership.

In short, amateur radio is alive and well in Australia.
2.
New Responsibilities
By a Deed dated 28 January 2009 between the Commonwealth of Australia representing the Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA, the Australian regulator) and the WIA, the WIA was delegated certain statutory functions under sections 121 and 122 of the Radiocommunications Act 1992 (namely the power to issue amateur certificates of proficiency and provide amateur examinations as an approved body) and certain associated administrative functions (namely the management of amateur call signs).  

The WIA is obliged to charge for these services on a cost recovery basis, and is subject to maintaining certain service levels and to various reporting and audit obligations.  The contract is for 5 years and may be renewed by the WIA at its option for a further 5 years.

The obligations in respect of cost recovery meant that the WIA was required to properly measure the cost of providing these services and we found that we were certainly undercharging for the examination packs we were providing.  Accordingly, when we commenced managing examinations under the Deed, the 2nd February this year, we were forced to increase our charges for each examination by nearly double.  Happily, we can report that comparing the 7 months prior to that date with the 5 months since that date, there has been no discernable difference in the number of examinations conducted.

The certificate of proficiency issued under our legislation is the qualification for an amateur licence, and since 2nd February this year, when the issue of the certificate became the WIA’s responsibility, the WIA has issued 277 certificates 30 June this year.

In Australia, the callsign is a condition of the licence, and since 2nd March this year ACMA will not issue a station licence or vary a station licence to change a callsign without a Callsign Recommendation from the WIA.

The WIA has developed a list of available callsigns which is on its website, based on data supplied by ACMA.

So, the number of Callsign Recommendations reflects new licenses where the new amateur needs a callsign, changes in callsigns where an amateur upgrades to a higher level and changes in callsigns because a different callsign is more attractive to the amateur.

In the period from 2nd March 2009 to 30th June 2009, the WIA issued 542 Callsign Recommendations.

In addition, the WIA protects the callsigns of deceased amateurs, as the callsign of a deceased amateur is not reissued for two years after the expiry of the licence held by the deceased amateur unless specifically requested by the family of the deceased amateur.

3.
Clubs
The WIA is the advocate for amateur radio in Australia, is the publisher of the monthly magazine, the supplier of many services, is responsible for matters such as the qualification of amateurs and is, in the end, a large service provider.

It depends on the support and goodwill of the clubs.  Across our vast land some 135 radio clubs provide the social focus, the training facility and the meeting ground for many amateurs.

Those clubs are affiliated with the WIA.  The WIA believe it is important that the Clubs encourage their members to also be members of the WIA, as no part of their Club subscription goes to the WIA. The Clubs do not pay a fee to the WIA for being an affiliated Club.

The WIA makes available to its affiliated clubs public liability insurance, conducts a grant scheme where particular projects undertaken by clubs are financially supported, and provides facilities for clubs on its website.

The WIA believes the support of the radio clubs is very important.

4
Emergency communications
The tragic bushfires in Victoria early this year once again caused us to evaluate the amateur’s position in the context of these disasters.

We have submitted a separate paper to this Conference on these issues.

In this society report we simply note the changing environment for the provision of emergency communications.  Simply put, it seems that the amateur’s role may be to provide initial communications in some circumstances, where at least in the early hours no other communication means exist, or provide relief operators for the regular emergency services.

Our policy is to provide a means of achieving a nationally recognized qualification to provide that contribution to the needs of our community.
5
WIA Membership
We have referred to the change in structure of the WIA, in May of 2004.
We have noted our total membership in the years since then as follows:

31 December 2004
3,494

31 December 2005 
3,851

31 December 2006
4,114

31 December 2007 
4,302

31 December 2008
4,376

20 April 2009

4,581

While we do not presume to suggest that our experience can be translated to another environment, with the increase in total number of amateurs and the number of new amateurs seeking to upgrade their qualifications as described on our separate paper, and the steady upward trend of membership, we believe that the introduction of the entry level licence, and the restructure of the WIA have each to a greater or lesser extent contributed to the health of amateur radio in Australia.

We do believe amateur radio in Australia is alive, well and growing.
____________________
