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1. IARU Region 3  Monitoring System


1.1 Organisation

1.1.1   Member-Societies submitting mostly-monthly reports since the last Conference have been: JARL, WIA, NZART and ARSI.  Even these member-societies have problems in following a common formatting of data.  Unless this is done, substantial effort is required and we still cannot completely amalgamate all the data into our monthly reports.  This and changes in member-societies’ nominated Coordinators are delaying the monthly reports.


1.1.2   Since the last Conference, DX cluster spots have been harvested for inclusion in our monthly reports.  These spots often corroborate reports received from member-societies, as well as serve to draw attention to intruders often not reported to IARU MS in any Region.


1.1.3   The current poor propagation conditions understandably limit what all observers participating in MS work can hear.


1.2  Persistent Intruders


1.2.1  Single-letter Beacons:



The Russian SLBs continue to be reported by all member-societies.


1.2.2  Jammers, CODAR and OTHR:


1.2.2.1   PR China’s CODAR on 12mb and OTHR from Hainan are still regularly reported on 40 and 80mb.


1.2.2.2
  PR China’s wideband noise on 160mb (1.6 to >2 MHz) thankfully has not been reported recently.


1.2.2.3
  UK’s OTHR from Cyprus continues to be regularly reported on 30mb and above.


1.2.3  Broadcast Stations:


1.2.3.1
 The regular Broadcasters are Voice of Korea from DPR-Korea, and Voice of the Broad Masses from Eritrea, both on 7100 kHz.  Voice of Korea also continues to be reported regularly on 3560, 14250 and 14280 kHz.


1.2.3.2  Also still with us are Chinese Taipei pirate broadcaster “Sound of Hope” and resultant jamming by PR China’s CNR or “Firedrake” instrumental music feed.


1.2.3.3  Recent reports from WIA suggest that inter-modulation distortion products from Philippines “Voice of America” relay previously reported by HARTS some years ago are yet to be rectified.


1.2.4  Indonesian Non-amateurs:



These stations are very active in the lower 30 kHz of 40mb, 14100 kHz IARU/NCDXF beacon frequency, and also in other areas of 30mb.


1.2.5  Sri Lankan Fishing Trawlers:



The use of many frequencies in 80, 40, 30, 20 and 15mb continues, with reports also frequently seen from IARU Region 1 MS.


1.3  Actions Taken



The matter of Chinese Taipei pirate broadcaster “Sound of Hope” and resultant PR China jamming, prepared by the R3 MS Coordinator was discussed by the Directors in their August 2008  meeting. Their recommendations to the member-societies concerned to take up the issue through their Administrations, has not met with any success so far.


1.4  Successful Removal of Intruders



As can be expected due to IARU Region 3 Monitoring System “Terms of Reference”, once again no successful removal of intruders since the last Conference can be reported.


1.5  Distribution of monitoring information



The monthly reports continue to be posted on the Region 3 MS web site, for general reference and taking action, if any, by member-societies.


1.6  Expenditure


1.6.1  WRTVHB for the years 2007, 2008 and 2009 and blank CDs were purchased for use. A laptop is loaned by IARU Region 3 through the member-society ARSI, for which a direct Internet connection was also subscribed.


1.6.2  The expenditure for the year from 1st January to 31st December 2008, works to about INR 7000, which is about US$13.40 per month.


1.7  Expansion of 40mb-New segment 7100-7200 kHz


1.7.1
As reported by IARU Region 1 MS, detailed bandscans were made from Bangalore, also showing occupancy by Broadcasters at every 5 kHz, for the time slot 0000 UTC to 2359 UTC, a few weeks after 29th March 2009.  These scans were circulated to all the concerned.


1.7.2
IARU AC has already thanked HF Broadcasting Community for vacating

the band, when in fact, the reports of IARU R1 MS, subsequently confirmed by IARU R3 MS, still show a number of broadcasters continuing.


1.7.3
It is of concern to observe that R3 continues to be the biggest source

of continued use of 7100-7200 kHz, though R3 News published their supposed vacating the frequencies.


1.7.4
The Broadcasters who are as of  July 2009, continuing use of  frequencies that were to be vacated on 29th March 2009 are: (as logged at Bangalore, GL: MK82 )

7100 kHz: DPR-Korea external services,

7105 kHz: Madagascar- domestic service,

7110 kHz: Ethiopia- domestic service,

7130 kHz: Chinese Taipei (Sound of Hope) and PR China (jamming of SoH),

7140 kHz: DPR- Korea in Korean, occasionally.

7145 kHz: Somalia- domestic service; Laos -International service

7165 kHz: Ethiopia- external services; PR China Domestic service in dialects,

7175 kHz: Eritrea- Voice of Broad Masses (often jammed by Ethiopia),

7185 kHz: PR China (two stations),

7190 kHz: Sri Lankan Broadcasting Corporation-South Asian service,

7200 kHz: Myanmar (domestic service);Sudan and Iran

( Region1, in its web page,  has put all the latest  details of Broadcasters in this segment ).


1.7.5
And finally, given the footnotes in the ITU Radio Regulations Table of Frequencies, it is not understood why IARU Region 3 has mentioned “exclusive” amateur allocations on the 40mb, as after WRC-03 there are none.


1.7.6  
With the Australian footnotes and supposed “exclusive” 40 mb, it would be  hard to distinguish between intruders and non-intruders, as we do not have access to current  “ national footnotes”. A copy of the latest ITU-RR    requested from the Secretary, R3,  is yet to be received.

 
1.7.7.    Remembering that ITU and IARU do not have any enforcing powers, the amateur fraternity is at the mercy of the Broadcasters to vacate 7100-7200 kHz, on their own. This fact is the whole truth.

1.8  Recommendations

 
1.8.1
A new “Monitoring Systems Handbook” is the NEED of this time, which MUST be applicable for all the three regions. A committee should revise the old Manuals and update to a new one with all details, covering every aspect of monitoring.

1.8.2
A unified “Terms of Reference” (ToR) for the  three  Regional Monitoring Systems Coordinators. Reasons for the very special ToR for the Region 3 MS Coordinator, should be discussed by the AC, to effectively work to get intruders vacated.


1.8.3
R3 MS has achieved very less in its tenure so far. Added to this, falling input of data from Member Societies, no capability due to restrictions in the ToR, the lethargy in the Member Societies to follow up actions with their Administrations and the like, have to be addressed by the Conference.


1.8.4    It is time that the august Conference, takes this issue seriously.  MS is incompatible with IARU's stated purpose and given how the intruder problem has escalated  and we have become entrenched in recent years, that MS as it currently is, very ineffective.
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Respectfully submitted to the august “14th Conference of IARU Region 3”, for kind information and necessary action to rejuvenate the Monitors who are losing faith in the IARU MS work.
B.L.Manohar “Arasu” VU2UR

Regional MS Coordinator 

IARU  Region 3.



____________________

