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Introduction 

The Radio Spectrum Management Group (RSM) of the Ministry of Economic Development acts as the New Zealand Administration. A Radio Sector Committee, chaired by an RSM staff member meets at about three-monthly intervals at the RSM Head Office premises in Wellington. It may be a “video-conference” with the chairman at either Wellington or at Auckland, with participants at both places. 

The Committee is made up of representatives from the New Zealand “radio industry” and others, including Defence, with several radio amateurs representing the Amateur Service in various capacities. The “Administration Liaison Officer”, appointed by NZART Council, also attends. Strong representation by the Amateur Service is important as a front-line of protection for ensuring and maintaining access to the radio spectrum by the Amateur Service. 

The NZART Administration Liaison Officer has been the traditional contact. The intense specialisation of the topics involved in radio communication today brings the need for Amateur Service representation in all RSM Radio Sector Committee activities to meet the equivalent of the professional representation of other Radio Services. The protection of the interests of the Amateur Service must be paramount in all NZART activities. 

Furthermore, selected radio amateurs are approved by RSM to make on-line entries and changes to the Amateur Service licence and callsign records held in the Ministry’s database: “SMART” – Spectrum Management And Registration Technology (http://www.rsm.med.govt.nz/).  This resource was described in paper 023 of the Bangalore Conference. SMART has brought some new terminology with it: ARC, ARE, and ARX, discussed below, for on-line working by the approved agents. 

The expansion of fields of interest 

There are nine direct and long-established points-of-contact for specific purposes between radio amateurs, NZART Officers, and the administration:

1) Preparations for ITU World Radio Conferences: An amateur may be included as a member of the New Zealand Delegation to such conferences when specific amateur issues are on the agenda. Other international regulatory issues too may have an impact on the Amateur Service. This requires a long-term commitment by those involved. Priority matters include protection of the “amateur” spectrum.

2) New Zealand examinations to become a radio amateur: This has been devolved to “Approved Radio Examiners” (ARX’s), as RSM agents responsible for administering examinations and the subsequent issuing of certificates and callsigns. With amateurs from overseas arriving to live in New Zealand, equivalence of qualifications and similar issues often require consultation. 

3) The examination question-bank and the examination procedures: Updating reviews by the NZART Examination Division require occasional consideration.  

4) The “NZART Callbook”: This is a print-version of the details of amateur radio operators and callsigns held in the Ministry’s database. The NZART Callbook Editor requires the publicly-available SMART information to be provided in a required format. 

5) Matters involving Amateur Radio Emergency Communications (AREC): Activities involving other emergency services involve AREC officials when needed. 

6) The Monitoring System issues: These are submitted direct to RSM who act as seen fit to attend to, including incidents involving stations within New Zealand’s borders which include extensive sea areas. 

7) Repeater, beacon and other amateur fixed-station licence issues: These are nationally coordinated by the NZART Frequency Management Advisory Group (FMTAG). The Ministry has approved selected radio amateurs as “Approved Radio Certifiers” (ARCs) and “Approved Radio Engineers” (AREs)”. These are agents of RSM involved with repeater, beacon and link station engineering and the licensing of amateur installations on-line by direct access to the Ministry’s SMART database.  

8) EMC incidents: Such issues arise from time-to-time and are treated on a case-by-case basis by the NZART EMC Officer and others. 

9) Matters of an incidental nature: These and topics arising from remits to the NZART Annual Conference, follow-ups, and other out-of-the-ordinary matters are handled by NZART’s appointed “Administration Liaison Officer” who coordinates the liaison activities.

To these nine established contact points must be added further points-of-contact: 

ARCs and AREs, (as agents of RSM involved with repeater, beacon and link stations), and “Approved Radio Examiners” (ARXs), are all individual “agents”, and directly responsible to RSM for the success of their activities (the public information brochures PIB38 and PIB46, downloadable from the RSM website refer). 

Every individual radio amateur, (member or non-member of NZART), may contact RSM on any matter involving records, certificates and callsigns. Such matters are often directed by RSM to an ARX to action, and, 
any New Zealand citizen can write to RSM, or any government department, or to any Minister, on any topic of choice at any time. 

Recommendation 
This conference notes:

That the widening technical field of radio communication today brings need for increased regulatory and technical liaison with the administration and increased participation in the administration’s activities. Matters such as WRC preparations, examinations, certificates, callsigns, beacon and repeater licensing, EMC issues, new transmission modes, intruder monitoring and responding to the administration’s many policy and planning discussion papers, are today increasingly specialised activities, each requiring its own experienced “specialists”.  
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