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12th IARU Region 3 Conference, Taipei 2004

Report to Plenary Meeting from Working Group 1

Policy Matters

The meeting commenced at 1615 on Monday, 16th February 2004.

Those in attendance at the opening were:

Terry Carrell – Chairman
ZL3QL
NZART

John Lochhead – Scribe
ZL4QS
NZART

Brenda Edmonds
VK3KT
WIA

Chen Ping
BA1HAM
CRSA

Don Beattie
G3BJ
IARU R-1

Hans-Heinrich Ehlers
DF5UG
IARU R-1

Jimmy Tsai
BV2AC
CTARL

John Peters
3D2AM
FARA

K C Selvadurai
9V1UV
Director

Kan Mizoguchi
VP6BK
PIARA

Kenny Lin
BV2EW
CTARL

Lui Tao
BG1DO
CRSA

Masayoshi Ebisawa
JA1DM
JARL

Neil Penfold
VK6NE
WIA

Paul Anderson
VR2BBC
HARTS

Peter Naish
VK2BPN
Director

Peter Norden
ZL2SJ
NZART

R Ramchandra
VU2RCR
ARSI

Robin U Go
DU9RG
PARA

Rod Stafford
W6ROD
ARRL

Takenobu Kaieda
JH1HNH
JARL

Tim Chen
BV2A
CTARL

Tim Ellam
VE6SH
IARU R-2

Yoshiji Sekido
JJ1OEY
Director

David Wardlaw
VK3ADW
IARU V.P.

Working Group 1 met:

Monday 1615 – 1745

Tuesday 0945 – 1735

All business was completed in the allotted time.

Agenda Item  11.1
IARU Region 3 Strategic Plan.

Document No. 6

The Directors were commended for their efforts in implementing the Objectives of the Strategic Plan. Appendix A of the paper details those steps taken by the Directors.

Recommendation WG 1-1:

1. The Directors are commended for their attention to the implementation of the IARU Region 3 Strategic Plan and for reporting their action in detail.

Concern was expressed that the Strategic Plan was silent on matters of membership and recruitment into amateur radio. The meeting discussed awareness by radio amateurs within the region to the importance of belonging to an IARU Member society. It was agreed that two Objectives should be added to the Strategic Plan, one (10) addressing membership and the other (11) recruitment. 

Each Objective was reviewed. Objective 1 was altered to better reflect the Objectives of the IARU Constitution and Objective 3 wording altered to reflect changes in the political scene.

Recommendation WG 1-2:

1. That the Objectives be modified to read as follows:

Objective 1

To promote, represent, advance and protect the interests of radio amateurs in Region 3 of the International Telecommunications Union by the furtherance of the objects of the International Amateur Radio Union. [and advance changed to advance and protect; and all countries of deleted.]

Objective 2

To protect and to enhance the special interests of radio amateurs in Asia and Oceania and radio amateur privileges in all of the countries in the Region. 

Objective 3

To encourage an awareness of the value of radio amateurs by all the administrations with jurisdiction in the Region. [all added between by and the; of all countries replaced by with jurisdiction.]

Objective 4

To educate and encourage potential radio amateurs in all of the countries of the Region. 

Objective 5

To represent radio amateurs both nationally and internationally. 

Objective 6

To gain, protect and retain adequate amateur radio frequency allocations as frequencies allocated for the sole use of radio amateurs. 

Objective 7

To provide for and encourage the interchange of ideas and information between the radio amateurs in the Region. 

Objective 8

To exercise powers in support of IARU and not in substitution for the exercise of power by IARU. 

Objective 9

To provide the resources, both administrative and financial, for the preceding objectives to be achieved.

Objective 10

To promote awareness among radio amateurs of the value of membership of their national IARU Society and the collective benefits of their Society’s membership of IARU. [Added Objective]

Objective 11

To encourage member societies to stimulate the flow of new comers into amateur radio. [Added Objective.]

Agenda Item 11.2
ITU Conferences and Events

Document No. 68 & 73

The meeting reviewed the paper from NZART detailing the progress in implementing the changes introduced by WRC03. In particular comments were made about the liberal approach to licensing. Region 1 congratulated NZART on its Administrations pending introduction of WRC03 Article 25.

The cancellation of the Morse requirement in Hong Kong was noted. Other societies are reporting similar moves.

Recommendation WG 1-3:

1. That Member Societies who have achieved positive result out of WRC03 are congratulated on the early implementation of the changes and 

2. Other Member Societies are encouraged to work with their administrations to achieve similar results.

Agenda Item 11.3.2
IARU Administrative Council Matters

Document No. 51

A C Resolution 01-1 (Revised 2003) concerning the Morse Code
Recommendation WG 1-4:


That A C Resolution 01-1 be Endorsed and Adopted

Document No. 52

A C Resolution 02-1 concerning potential interference from power line communications
The meeting felt that while the Resolution was adequate when written, that in light of the advancements in field trials and possibly implementation, a stronger statement is now required. Region 1 reported they have a code of practice for testing BPL which has been presented to the European Union.

Recommendation WG 1-5:

1. That A C resolution 02-1 be Endorsed and Adopted and

2. That the Region 3 Directors recommend to the A C that a further Resolution be considered encouraging and scoping a more active role for national societies in combating the interference threat of BPL/PLC.

Document No.53 

A C Resolution 02-2 concerning the theme for World Amateur Radio Day 2003

Concern was expressed that when this A C Resolution item is reviewed at each Triennial Conference the information is out of date. It seems unlikely, due to the timing of the Resolution’s creation and the Region 3 conference that this situation can be changed.
Recommendation WG 1-6:


That Member Societies continue to support World Amateur Radio Day noting that the advice by Resolution to the IARU Region 3 Conference is usually obsolete when received.

Document No. 54

A C  Resolution 03-1 concerning the implementation of revised Article 25 of the international Radio Regulations
The meeting noted that a Work Shop on WRC03 was scheduled for this gathering and that various papers reported progress by some societies. The importance of taking advantage of the changes to assure an effective future for amateur radio received recognition.

Recommendation WG 1-7:


That A C Resolution 03-1 be Endorsed and Adopted.
Document No. 55

A C Policy #4 (1995, Revised 2001) concerning Administrative Council voting procedures by electronic mail

Recommendation WG 1-8:

That the move to electronic mail by the A C be noted.

Document No. 56

A C Policy #5 (2001, Revised 2003) concerning guidelines for the election of IARU President and Vice President.

Recommendation WG 1-9:


That A C Policy #5 be noted.

Agenda Item 11.4.1
Future Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) IARP System

Document No. 14
Brenda Edmonds, VK3KT presented her paper and indicated she would be retiring from the position. The meeting expressed their thanks to Brenda for her work on harmonisation.

HARTS drew the meetings attention to Recommendation 2 of their Report, Document No. 04/XII/041 (Rev.3), to create a multilateral reciprocal agreement within the Asia Pacific Region. 

The implications of application of Article 25, clause 25.9B by administrations was considered. The general opinion was that this fell short of the ideal of full portability of an amateur radio license and that work should continue to achieve a long term solution.

It was therefore recommended that work continue on harmonisation with the aim of achieving full portability of licenses in the Region.

Recommendation WG 1-10:

Noting the developments with CEPT, IARP (CITEL) and the national implementations of the new Article 25 and

Noting the recommendation from HARTS in Document No. 04/XII/041 (Rev.3)

Recommends that the directors continue to explore opportunities for improving the international recognition and portability of amateur licenses in Region 3.

Agenda Item 11.7
STARS*** (Support of the Amateur Radio Service)
Document No. 08
Mr Masayoshi Ebisawa JA1DM, reported on the work of STARS*** undertaken and sought the agreement of the conference to continue the work using the resources available.

The meeting discussed the problems of implementing the STARS*** program and thanked Mr Ebisawa for his continuing work to foster amateur radio in the region.

Recommendation WG 1-11:

That STARS*** work continues using the resources available.

Agenda Item 11.10
Region 3 Newsletter and IARU Region 3 Web
Document No. 041 (Rev.3)

NZART moved a vote of thanks to K C Selvadurai, 9V1UV, for his work with the Region 3 Newsletter.

HARTS drew the meetings attention to Recommendation 7.4 of their paper, Document 04/XII/041 (Rev.3) which recommends that “To better publicise the work of the IARU in Region 3 to all amateurs, that the Secretary consider asking relevant member societies to help prepare translations of significant IARU public documents, into some of the major written languages used by amateurs in Region 3.”

Director Selvadurai indicated he would raise this idea with his fellow Directors.

It was suggested that Societies with operating Web Sites consider offering to host pages for smaller societies. This suggestion was not developed but left for individual societies to consider.

Recommendation WG 1-12:

That the Region 3 Newsletter continue in its present form.

Agenda Item 11.11
Membership
Document No. 23

Communications between NZART, its Members and Other Amateurs 

Recommendation WG 1-13:

That 
1. Region 3 Societies note the wide range of communications media used by NZART to communicate with its members and other amateurs world-wide

2. Note should also be made of the use of these communications links to publicise amateur radio, attract attention and encourage potential new amateurs

3. Other Societies follow the lead of NZART and make increasing use of the facilities and resources of the Internet, with positive effects on communications and development

4. Everyone is encouraged to visit the NZART web site to see the wide variety of services and information at www.nzart.org.nz 

Document No. 28

The Problem of the Diminishing Number of Radio Amateurs.

It was recognised that this was one of the major problems faced by amateur radio in the future. Mr R Ramchandra, VU2RCR, reported on activities in ARSI and the difficulties in obtaining licenses once the examination is passed. They are looking for cheap CW kits.

Several attendees spoke of the problems faced in encouraging new amateurs recognising there is no easy solution.
Recommendation WG 1-14:


That Conference recognises the diminishing numbers of amateurs in many societies and urges all member societies to explore every avenue to publicise the benefits of amateur radio to the public, by internet, public media, publications, specialised media and public display opportunities.

Document No. 57


The Current Status of Amateur Radio in the Mainland China

Chen Ping, BA1HAM, spoke to the paper outlining various reasons for the improvement in numbers. This represents considerable work with the administration to obtain better privileges, and reflects the China’s changing internal economics.

Recommendation WG 1-15:

That CRSA are congratulated on their growth in numbers.

Agenda Item 11.12
Other Policy Matters

Document No. 17


The NZART Radioscience Education Trust

Peter Norden, ZL2SJ, spoke of the difficulties faced by the NZART Radioscience Education Trust to find worthy recipients of prizes at school level. Few science projects fall into the radioscience ambit.

Recommendation WG 1-16:

That Member Societies

Noting the difficulties outlined in the NZART paper in encouraging interest in radioscience and

Noting the success of the RSGB “GB4FUN” activity

Recommend that societies seek ways of introducing programs similar to that of the RSGB.

Document No. 18


Progress in the Development of Amateur Radio in the Pacific Islands

Recommendation WG 1-17:

That 

1. Region 3 Societies note the continuing problems with development in the countries in the Pacific, and the factors affecting their future growth

2. These factors be considered by the STARS*** Task Force in deciding how to target scarce resources for further development

3. Development assistance to the Societies could be improved if more "one to one" relationships were set up with a larger, developed neighbour

4. Region 3 may have to accept that the very small Pacific Island countries are no longer capable of sustaining permanent populations of amateur radio operators or Societies, in other than exceptional circumstances

Document No. 19


Report on LF Activity in New Zealand

Much of this paper dealt with technical aspects which were addressed by WG-2. This working group recognised the need for policy to promote activity in all bands.

Recommendation WG 1-18:

That Region 3 Societies note the continuing activity and experimentation on LF in New Zealand and commend the significant results achieved.
Document No. 41 (Rev.3)


Report to 12th Region 3 Conference (Rec.7.1, 7.2, 7.3)

After wide ranging discussion it was agreed to make the following recommendations to the Conference.

Recommendation WG 1-19:

1. That the Directors investigate the possible need for steps to be taken to ensure a process by which member societies and their delegates may actively participate and vote in future conferences without having to be physically present at the conference venue.

2. That the Region 3 Secretary ensure that the contributor or contact person for any paper submitted to Conference be identified on the document, and if necessary, that the Secretary be authorised to add a foot note to achieve this end.

Document No. 31


Motions of the 11th IARU Region 3 Conference, Darwin, 2000: 


Actions taken by the Directors and by the Secretary IARU Region 3

Two Recommendations were referred to WG-1 by the document. 

Recommendation 1-18; Motion 11-R/XI: [Darwin Minutes Page 28.]


This matter is covered in Document 04/XII/18; Recommendation WG 1-17 in this report.

Recommendation 1-19; Motion 11-S/XI: [Darwin Minutes Page 28.]


This matter was dealt with by WG-2. 

Document No. 32


Proposal for the 12th IARU Region 3 Conference

This paper was adequately addressed under Technical by WG-2.

Document No. 35


Local Council Submission.

Several attendees spoke of problems in their countries similar to those faced by radio amateurs in Australia. It was recognised that town planning restriction could severely inhibit radio amateurs from freely enjoying their activities. 

Recommendation WG 1-20:

That societies note the problems faced by Australian radio amateurs and consider their own responses to similar restrictions in their own territory. 

Document No. 37


New era for A.R. in VK

Neil Penfold, VK6NE, introduced the paper. It is another example of the implementation of WRC03 changes. The working group especially noted the work to introduce a new entry level license. The paper was received and noted.

Document No. 49


Voting Performance of Member Societies in Region 3

Concern was expressed at the number of Member Societies who failed to vote on IARU Proposals. 

Recommendation WG 1-21:

That Member Societies be encouraged to vote on proposals thus exercising their rights as Members of IARU.
Document No. 58

The Requirement in Morse Proficiency for Amateur Radio Operator's Certificate

The paper was received and noted. CRSA were praised for their achievements.

Document No. 68


Implementing the "New" Article 25 in New Zealand


NZART is to be congratulated for the work done with their administration to implement the changes brought about by WRC03. It is an example of what can be achieved however it was acknowledged that not all member societies have such close relationship with their administration.

Recommendation WG 1-22:

That it be noted that:

1. New Zealand is in the process of revising the conditions for amateur radio operating:

a. To provide for one grade of amateur radio licence

b. For an extended LF band 130 to 190 kHz

c. To meet all the provisions of Article 25 as revised by WRC-03

2. The one computer-generated examination will continue

3. The details of these matters are available to other Societies (and individuals) at the NZART web site and could be adapted for use elsewhere.

To conclude the meeting, the Chairman thanked John Lochhead, ZL4QS, for his assistance as scribe. The Chairman thanked all who had participated for their thoughtful input which ensured the success of the Working Group.

It was especially noted that all the business of the Working Group had been completed using only Day 1 and Day 2, leaving the morning session allocation of Day 3 available for other meetings.
