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Report on the monitoring  work carried out by ARSI
for the period 01 May 2000 to  31 Oct 2003  to IARU Region 3 HQ.


The Monitoring Work by ARSI is being  continued with the occasional help through  loggings of OM Dipu VU2DPD, OM Sundeep VU2MUE, OM Panditji VU2DCT and other SWLs. All these information supplemented with the loggings by the Coordinator himself, are compiled into a monthly report. This is being forwarded to the Regional Coordinator for inclusion in his monthly report to IARU. We still lack facilities for monitoring data stations and other modes of transmissions. 


Band-wise observations are:

80 metre band:  Being a shared band, non amateur activity is much more. Occasional Japanese,Taiwanese fishing trawlers are logged in conversations. Many para military and other services from India and neighbouring countries are heard too. The “V” beacons on 3534 and  3658 kHz still continue. L9CC is still heard calling CP17 on many frequencies. The one regular user of this band  in the broadcaster Radio Pyongyang from the DPR-Korea, for their international and Korean services to various targets. These broadcasts are heard all over Region 2 and 3, but, much less in the Indian sub-continent.

40 metre band:  The bubble/wobble jammers are still there, but, activity is definitely less after the Iraqi episode. The broadcast station from Eritrea, identifying as “Voice of Broad Masses” is continuing on 7100 kHz with a very strong signal after about 1600 UTC. Clandestine  broadcasting stations carrying Pasto/Dari/Persian/Tadhzhik languages are also heard in the top 30 kHz region. Occasional intermodulation/spurious products from broadcasters like SLBC, BBC, VoA, AIR appeared and were corrected equally fast  when their contacts were informed. L9CC uses many frequencies in this band with a parallel in 80 metre band.  On 7039 kHz thereabouts, the Russian Beacons C,D,F,K,M,S have been logged at various times and seasons. River level reporting network on 7038.2 is still continued by Central Water Commission, but. Regular reports from the regions of their activity is not coming through. The latest addition to this band, are numerous  Sri Lankan Fishing Trawlers, who converse mostly in Sinhala, using USB, on many frequencies. It is heard that Korea which built these trawlers for Sri Lanka, has equipped them, with cheap and easily available amateur transceivers, resulting in more head aches for the licenced users. Some of the amateurs who tried a conversation with these trawlers could not succeed, as the fishermen know only Sinhala. But, when the channel was QRMed, the language was understood and they QSYed. Why are these trawlers forcing honest amateurs to cause an intentional QRM  ?

30 metre band: This band is available for VU amateurs  on a six monthly basis from the Ministry. Sri Lankan Fishing Trawlers, Indonesian Pirates, SE Asian non amateurs and many data stations  use this band. The SLFT and the Indonesian Pirates are seen to interfere with the ATC services in the region of 10018 kHz, where Bombay, Karachi ATCs are often heard.

20 metre band:  A few short lived spurious products and harmonics from broadcasters like VoA were there, but, they were cleared fastest by direct interaction. The Sri Lankan Fishing Trawlers in USB, over several frequencies, take a lion’s share of intrusions. The west coast of India, has a few pirate maritime  stations using Sindhi, Kutchi, Arabic and Urdu dialects. Quite a few guard carriers at the lower edges come up, and the German PTT, on information/complaints  from German amateurs, make them disappear very fast. A few OTHR  and many VFTs are logged  in different modes. The Indonesian pirate stations are using almost every  multiple of 5 kHz, up and down the central frequency of 14100 and the band edge, as in the case of 40 metre band. In addition, there is an unidentified  broadcaster on 14280 kHz every day from around 0100 to 0200 UTC in Persian/Dari/Pushto, with a very strong carrier, but, very low modulation levels.

17 metre band: 18075 is occupied by Indian para-mil stations in various modes; 18100 is the frequency used by the pirate boats and some  SE Asian phone patching net. The Sri Lankan Fishing Trawlers are the other very regular user of many frequencies.

15 metre band: The propagation is not that good and only a few non amateur Arabic speaking family QSOs and guard carriers, data stations are logged.

12 metre band:  Not much troubled by the intruders, except for the CODAR radar pulses from 24950 to 25000 kHz. The efforts the amateurs of Hong Kong, has silenced this CODAR pulse/bursts. 

10 metre band:  The hundreds of CB type stations are still all over the band in A3E,F3E, J3E modes. No identification is ever given in the QSOs.  Several long line fish net beacons (also known as Mutant Beacons) are regularly heard when the band is open for QRP stations from the Far East and South Chine Seas. The “3” series beacons are very famous, among so many other types with alpha-numeric identifications. Several low power beacons are also heard from various countries, in addition to the NCDXF/IARU beacons on 28200 kHz. The reports prepared by this Coordinator includes all such items, for the reference of  IARU and others interested.

6 metre  band:  This Coordinator has no equipment for monitoring this and the 2 metre band. The Indian Ministry permitted some frequencies in this band and at least one VU,  (OM Raj VU2ZAP) could get a DXCC. No intrusions are reported so far.

2 metre band:  Several complaints from many of the 2 metre users from many Indian cities have reported the interference by the long range cordless telephones of Chinese origin. These cordless telephones have been reported even causing QRM to ATC frequencies.  The Indonesian pirates using these frequencies, appear through the Satellite down link channels, when satellite QSOs are carried out.


I thank the ARSI for sparing the TS 140 S and power supply for the work.








B.L.Manohar”Arasu” VU2UR

 31st October 2003.                                       National Monitoring Systems Coordinator.
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