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REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY OF INDIA
2000 TO 2003

During this period, the societies’ activities were in very low key.  OM Saad Ali, who was like a patron saint to amateur radio in India, went silent key in November 2001 and after that the society had to cope with many problems.

The office of ARSI had to be shifted from OM Saad Ali office.  Part of it was retained in the residence of OM Adolph [vu2af], who was secretary, and the other part of the office was transferred to New Delhi to the residence of OM Saharudine [vu2sdn].  In this shifting much time was lost and the other activities were minimal.

In January 2001, there was a big earthquake in Gujarat, and many hams from other parts of India went there to assist in communication.  The groups from Bombay were the first to arrive, followed by others from Hyderabad and Bangalore. In this experience, it was found that after a week to ten days communications were established with mobile phone, and the services of Hams were not crucial.  This demonstrates that it is essential to have Hams nearby so that they can give assistance from the earliest moment. 

ARSI received equipment from the Basic Human Needs Association of Tokyo [an NGO], and they were handed over to the Gujarat government.  The equipments consisted of:

1. HF transceivers (5)

2. VHS handheld transceivers (14)

3. Mobile HF antenna (5)

4. VHF base station (5)

The Government of Gujarat (in their term) has set up an Amateur Radio Society named Gujarat Institute of Amateur Radio. This organization has taken up the work of increasing Ham population in Gujarat by arranging classes to train people for the License .They also conducted the Hamfest for the year 2003. 

The society has been in contact with the government agency controlling Ham activities regarding the use of frequencies a 10-kHz DX window in 80 m band, 50 kHz in 30m band (denied to Indian amateurs since WARC-79) and two spot frequencies in 6 meter band.  These allocations were first made a few days before the 11th Regional Conference (in Darwin, Australia) and announced by the ARSI delegate. The allocation was on a yearly basis. We have reapplied for the same and hope to get it soon.

The new office bearers for ARSI were elected in November 2003 and are still in the process if transferring the office from Bombay and Delhi. We hope that this process will be completed within a period of six weeks, the main problem being shifting of documents which have to be packed and transported.

The new office bearers are:

1. Mr. R. Ramchandra   VU2RCR   President

2. Ms. Sarla Sharma      VU2SWS   Vice President

3. Mr. Ramakrishna Reddy VU2RKC Secretary

4. Mr. K. Ravindran   VU2RC Treasurer

The postal address of the ARSI for the time being is 

   C/o R. Ramchandra

   488, 14th Main, 3rd Block, Koramangala,

   Bangalore 560034, INDIA
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