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Introduction

This paper describes how NZART as a Society keeps in touch with its members and amateur operators in general.  The trend over the last five years or so has been to more immediate “electronic” communications, and less printed material, to provide information and news.  However, our magazine “Break-In” and the “Call Book” are still the most visible means of communication.  They provide an enduring and permanent record of NZART activities and reference material.  Use is also made of our amateur bands to pass on information by voice and data.

“In person” meetings of NZART Council and the Businesses Management Committee, the Annual Conference, an annual Technical and “VHF” forum, local Branch and area meetings, the monthly “on the air” Council Net, telephone calls to NZART Headquarters etc. provide additional paths for distributing information.

The various written and electronic means of communication used by NZART are described in detail in the following sections.  It can be seen that NZART is using the Internet in a positive way to develop amateur radio.  The capabilities of the web are used for access to information to enhance amateur radio, rather than to threaten its existence.  However, of concern is how far the linkage of the Internet and amateur radio can be pushed without jeopardising of the Amateur Service with the ITU.

NZART Official Journal “Break-In”

Break-In, the official journal of NZART, is published on a 2 monthly cycle, with six copies produced per year.  A dedicated editorial team based in Christchurch produces Break-In.  They have an enviable record for producing a very high quality national magazine with modest resources.  The page count in each issue ranges from 40 to 52, depending on the copy available.  A balance of NZART news, general interest and technical items is maintained.  A number of regular columns appear each month covering special interests.  Amateur Radio Emergency Communications (AREC), Awards, Contests, Digital Modes, DX, IARU, LF Scene, Monitoring Service, the Morseman, Old Timers, QRP, QSL Bureau, Satellite News, SWL, the Society for the Preservation of AM (SPAM), VHF and WARO are well-established features.

Branch news, frequency management of repeaters and beacons, Council Comment, and notes from the President and the Editor appear most months.  Ionospheric prediction charts for the coming 2-month period are provided for a variety of HF paths.  Advertisements (commercial, retail and from members) are also included.

Break-In also includes reviews of other publications and amateur magazines, and re-prints items of special interest.  In turn, other magazines often review Break-In, and requests are received to re-print our articles.

Up until 1999 Break-In was published monthly, but then was reduced as an economy measure to 2 monthly publication.  Much of the shortfall caused by this cut back has been made up for by electronic news distribution, described later.

Call Book

The annual NZART Call Book remains New Zealand's best source of information for the amateur operator.  A “full” Call Book is published every second year that contains call sign listings.  In addition, a lot of other information is included about general NZART services, amateur radio operating information, contests and awards summaries, repeater and beacon listings and maps, information on other radio services and other related technical information.  In alternate years a smaller version of Call Book is published with updated call sign lists, NZART information and changes to repeaters and beacons.

Branch Circulars from Headquarters

Branch Circulars are issued on a regular basis by the Business Manager/General Secretary at NZART HQ to Branches, to keep them (and the branch members) advised of issues.  Elections to Council and President, preparations for the Annual Conference and other administrative matters are included.

Publications Available from NZART Headquarters

NZART publications include the NZART Basic Radio Training Manual, A Guide to VHF & UHF for New Licensees and The AREC Handbook.  A Study Guide to assist those studying for the amateur radio examination is available in print, on CD ROM and from the NZART web site.

Other general publications are no longer stocked at NZART Headquarters, but can be purchased from a local technical books retailer, or directly from overseas sources.  There has been a reduction in the production and supply of printed materials, in favour of electronic methods.  This is good for speed of access and supply, and is cost effective.  A negative impact is that NZART is now less able to supply printed publications to assist development in other smaller societies that do not have the same level of use of the Internet

Headquarters InfoLine via E-Mail

In February 2001 an electronic news publication called “Headquarters-Info-Line” was started.  It is distributed free every 2 weeks by e-mail to those Branches and individual members that have subscribed.  This has been very successful, keeping members up to date with topical issues and news, events and contest information etc.  The editor in Auckland (Jim ZL2BHF) has worked hard to establish this publication, along with many regular contributors.  He has used his experience and contacts built up over many years with the monthly “Official Broadcast” to gather copy and get up to date and interesting items.  It has been developed to be complementary to “Break-In”, rather than compete with the magazine.  The Business Manager and Council have a vehicle to advise members of immediate news, make requests for help etc.

Much of the shortfall caused by the 2 monthly publication of Break-In has been made up for by this electronic news distribution.

NZART Web Site

NZART makes extensive use of its Internet site at www.nzart.org.nz.  The site is an open and readily available source of information on NZART, amateur radio and related subjects.  It is a resource for members, other amateurs, and potential amateurs.  It is regularly updated.  The site has a specialist web master in Christchurch who manages the site and the contents.

The NZART site is linked to other amateur radio web sites around the world, including Region 3.  It is also linked to and from the Ministry of Economic Development (MED) web site of the NZ Administration.  An increasing number of NZART branches have developed web pages, also linked to the NZART site.

The new web site has been developed as the host for the Internet access and the computerisation of the examination system and question database.

Visitors are encouraged to browse the site to see the wide variety of services and information at our URL: www.nzart.org.nz
Contest Information Email Bulletins

The NZART Contest Manager sends a weekly e-mail bulletin to listed contesters and DXers to supplement the Break-In magazine column.  This allows more immediate reminders of contests in the coming weekend and the following weekend.  Reminders about NZART local contests are also given in the Headquarters-Info-Line bulletins, along with the early distribution of local contest results.

Electronic Mailing Lists and Reflectors

NZART hosts a number of electronic mailing lists for special interest groups that members and non-members can subscribe to.  The range of topics and groups includes the NZART Headquarters-Info-Line, Amateur Radio Emergency Communications (AREC), Amateur Radio Promotion, APRS, Old Timers Club (OTC), Satellites, and DX.

The DX community runs a DX Reflector system, supported and encouraged by NZART.  News items, copies of overseas bulletins and local “spots” and information assists the on the air activity of DXers in New Zealand.

CD ROMs from Headquarters

A Study Guide to assist those studying for the amateur radio examination is available on CD ROM, as well as in print, and on the NZART web site.  Increasing use of CD ROMs is being made.
“Official Broadcasts” from NZART

The Headquarters Station ZL6A transmits the NZART Official Broadcast (OB) on 3900 kHz on the last Sunday of each month at 2000 and 2100 hours NZ local time.  The broadcast is simultaneously transmitted on many linked VHF and UHF repeaters throughout the country and via the National System.  The Official Broadcast covers items of local, national, and international interest, with information from the President and other Officers of the Association.  A special broadcast is traditionally made from the Annual Conference each year to provide information on activities and the results of voting on remits etc.

The OB is computer compiled using the latest digital audio techniques.  Since 2001 the latest and the previous month Official Broadcasts have been available on the NZART Web page as an MP3 file for those who miss tuning in, or to access from overseas.

Local Branch Nets

Many of the local NZART Branches have weekly nets to allow members to keep in touch in their area.  The nets are mostly on 80 metres SSB or the local VHF repeater.  The local nets provide informal communications at a “grass roots” level.

DX Packet Cluster Stations

A number of packet cluster stations are operational in the larger cities, providing DX news and spots to the DX community.

Packet Bulletin Board Systems

While interest in and usage of the packet radio Bulletin Board System (BBS) has reduced over the last few years, there is still quite a lot of activity.  Forwarding of traffic is carried out between midnight and 6am each day, via the national system of UHF links.  HF radio and satellite gateways link New Zealand to the rest of the world.  The packet BBS provides links and information for those amateurs who do not have access to the Internet.

Volunteer Contributions

All the activities to provide and enable communications in NZART are carried out by volunteers.  A few get paid modest honoraria and have expenses reimbursed.  The only paid employee of NZART is the part time Business Manager.
Recommendations

That

1. Region 3 Societies note the wide range of communications media used by NZART to communicate with its members and other amateurs world-wide

2. Note should also be made of the use of these communications links to publicise amateur radio, attract attention and encourage potential new amateurs

3. Other Societies follow the lead of NZART and make increasing use of the facilities and resources of the Internet, with positive effects on communications and development

4. Everyone is encouraged to visit the NZART web site to see the wide variety of services and information at www.nzart.org.nz 

____________________











