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Introduction

This report updates the paper 00/XI/018 presented at the Region 3 Conference in Darwin in August/September 2000.  The NZART Radioscience Education Trust continues to support and encourage education in radioscience at school and college level.  Awards are made to worthy entrants to the local and national School Science Fairs where students display science projects.

Very few entries appear in the electronic field and even fewer in radioscience.  In many cases there are no displays in either category and no awards are given.

Despite the efforts of the Trustees and moves by the Government of New Zealand to encourage interest little has happened.

This has meant that the Trustees have spent many hours supporting the fairs with very little success and little satisfaction.

Trust Activities and Direction

In a change of direction the Trust will continue to support the School Science Fairs through local NZART member clubs (Branches) and will give support to the Electrotechnology Industry Training Organisation (ETITO).  This organisation operates in a very similar area to the Trust, amongst the students.

Although ETITO is industry driven, the aims are similar to those of the Trust, i.e. to encourage youth into electronics.  They run “Bright Sparks”, a youth program directly targeting schools and their students.  (See http://www.brightsparks.org.nz/ ) 

A significant problem faced by the Trustees is the dissemination of information to schools and particularly to science teachers.  In the current education climate in New Zealand the teachers have little extra time, being heavily committed to normal school and curriculum activities.  Therefore, it is only a few teachers who have embraced the challenge set by the Trust.

Trust Management

The Trust’s finances remain close to the funds at its inauguration.  This level limits its activities and the resources that are available to support its interests.

While the lack of interest radioscience is acknowledged, NZART and the Trustees continue to recognise the benefits to individuals and the nation of a healthy interest in radioscience.  Efforts continue to encourage interest, especially in radioscience and amateur radio.

Enquiries and Information

Enquiries regarding the Trust can be addressed to: The Trustees, NZART Radioscience Education Trust, c/o PO Box 1733, Christchurch, New Zealand.

Further information on the Royal Society of New Zealand Science and Technology Fairs can be found at http://www.rsnz.govt.nz/education/science_fairs/index.php
Also visit http://www.nzart.org.nz/nzart/nzart/trustweb.html for more information on the NZART Radioscience Education Trust.

Recommendations

That

· Member Societies of Region 3 note the difficulties of encouraging interest in radioscience

· Member Societies take every opportunity to support and encourage radioscience, especially in schools and colleges
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