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HARMONISATION OF AMATEUR LICENCES IN R3

I reported ai the 2000 Conference on the information I had collected, and the variely of systems under which
amateur radio is licensed throughout the Region.

Information on grades of licence and privileges had been collated from 11 societies.

Grades of licence within a country varied from 1 to 4, power limils varied, examination meihods varied, and
Morse code standards varied. This all made il seemingly very difficult to sugges! some degree of co-ordination
between couniries to achieve harmonisation. It seemed that comparisons of syllabuses would be necessary in
arder 1o establish some base line for equivalence.

Since then informaltion has been received from several other countries, and I express my sincere thanks to all
societies which have supplicd malerial.

I have now compared the syllabuses of the top licence pgrade of several countries with that of Australia. Australia
has a very detailed syllabus, with the topics clearly defined, providing a useful starting poinl.

This comparison Is provided in Anncx 1, where the topics from the Australian syllabus are provided in normal
type and 1opics which do not appear on the Australian syllabus are in ilalic type.

It can be readily seen fhat there is a fair degree of consensus among those syllabuses studied.

There is, however, a betler form of comparison. Over the years, the Australian regulatory body (Ausiralian
Communications Authority, formerly Depariment of Communicaltions, formerly Spectrum Managemeni Agency)
has reached agreements wilh a number of countries which allow persons holding licences from other countries to
be issued with Australian licences when visiting Australia. For this agreement lo be reached, the regulatory body
has had to inspect the standards and syllabuses of these other countries.

Australia now has a list of a number of couniries with which a Reciprocal Agreement has been arranged, and also
a list of countries where the qualifications have been investigaled and agreed 1o be equivalent to Australian
qualifications but no agreement has been concluded.

From these tables, il is possible to compile a list of Region 3 countries where comparisons have already been
made.
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Table 1. Countries with which a reciprocal agreement has been arranged (Region 3 only):-
CEPT
France (inc. New Caledonia)
India
Japan
Malaysia
New Zealand
Papua New Guinea
Solomon Islands
UK
USA

Table 2. Countries which have been deemed to have qualifications equivalent to Australian qualifications
(Region 3 only):-

Hong Kong
Indonesia
Nauru
Philippines
Singapore
Sri Lanka

Vanualu

From these tables, it can be seen that a majorily of the couniries in Region 3 have some degree of co-ordination
in their qualifications, and so could be considered to have already been harmonised.

Informaiion received from some countries also indicated that reciprocal agreements with further countries are
already in place, as follows:

Japan has an agreement with Korea;

Hong Kong has an agreemenlt with Brilain and recognises qualificalions from Ausiralia, India, Malaysia,
New Zealand, Sri Lanka, USA and Vanuatu;

Thailand has an agreement with the UK and USA.

In addilicn, Fiji and Bangladesh indicated that their examinalions are based on or use the London City and
Guilds examination system as used in the UK

Whilst syllabuses provide a cerlain amount of information, the chief determinant of slandard of qualificalions
remains the aclval examination questions used in lesling candidates. Although requested, no country provided
me with samples of examination papers. This is perhaps undersiandable, as many administralions consider their
examinalion papers confidential (and frequenlly re-use them) and in some cases much effort would have been
required lo translate them.
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Unforlunately, while my research encourages the belief that harmonisation is feasible, recent developmenls
(including changes as a result of WRC 2003} have tended to upselt the current arrangements, In Australia we are
presently undergoing a review of Lhe amaleur service, with several proposals before the regulatory body. One
sugpestion is 1o lower the degree of difficully of the present unrestricted licence, and add a new enlry point below
the level of the present Novice licence. This would necessilale the re-negotiation of a number of the reciprocal
agreemenils, or even the loss of some.

As a conclusion, I would recommend ithal harmonisalion be considered possible among those countries lisied
with regard to the higher level of examination if more than one level exists. Further work needs to be done on
assessmenl of the lower level examinations. There is also need 1o consider the silvation of countries intending 1o
introduce a low level entry licence similar to that recently introduced in the UK.

Again, my sincere thanks to all who provided information for this project.
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