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IARU  REGION 3     MONITORING  SYSTEM

REPORT TO THE 12TH  REGIONAL  CONFERENCE.

1.
    IARU Region 3  Monitoring System 

1.1.    Organisation:

1.1.1. In our attempts to motivate more National Societies to form their own Monitoring Systems, we are happy to mention here that CRSA and HARTS have nominated their volunteers, OM Yang BA7JA and OM Kieran VR2BXM,        respectively. RAST has shown interest and is yet to nominate their volunteer. HARTS is already actively helping the Monitoring System, in reporting the intruders logged in their region, and helping in getting them vacated from our hard earned amateur radio frequencies. CRSA is yet to send reports of their loggings, possibly due to language problems. Thus, the monthly Regional MS reports, now, contain the logging details from the following National Societies viz. JARL, NZART, WIA, ARSI and HARTS.

1.1.2. HARTS for the first time in Region 3, sends even spectrograms of the intruder signals using the latest software, like, those monitors from Germany and Canada do. We are in need of more reports from JARL, HARTS and WIA, on the various digital mode signals  of  the intruders.

1.1.3. All the exchanges/correspondence between the Region 3 MS Coordinator, other monitors and the other Regional MS Coordinators of Regions 1 and 2, the International Coordinator, and all others, are done totally via E-mail, reducing time delay, increasing efficiency and achieving economy also.

1.2.    Long term intruders:

1.2.1.     Single letter beacons: .

1.2.1.1. These beacons giving Identification in Morse, mostly from Russia (and one from Ukraine) “C”,”D”,”F”,”K”,”M”,”P”,”S” are widely reported from all the areas., even now, on approx 7039 kHz

1.2.2.     Jammers:

1.2.2.1. The harmonic/jammer on 18090 kHz (3x6030 kHz) from Cuba, continues unabated.
1.2.2.2. The wobble/bubble jammers from the Middle East, though reduced in the number of frequencies used in 40 metre band, are still active and cause enough QRM.

1.2.3.      Broadcast stations (Governmental and Clandestine)

1.2.3.2. “Radio Pyongyang”, now with new Identification-“Voice of Korea”, a Government Station from DPR-Korea is still going strong on 3560 kHz in the 80 metre amateur band, where broadcasting is not permitted. It is also radiating many unsuppressed harmonics and spurious signals from other transmitters onto the 20, 15, and 10 metre amateur frequency bands.

1.2.3.3. “Voice of Broad Masses” from Eritrea (another Government station) still continues its several hours of domestic broadcasts on 7100 kHz


1.2.3.4. The latest to join the scene since October 26th, (continues on the 6th November, at the time of making this report) is the “Voice of Vietnam” from Vietnam on 7100 kHz, transmitting international services in various languages, occupying the frequency for many hours.


1.2.3.5. An unidentified broadcaster with a strong carrier and weak modulation level is heard every day on 14280 kHz, from about 0100 UTC to “sign off” at 0200 UTC, in Pashto/Dari/Persian languages. An identification some thing like “Radio Burnaami ye Azaadi” was heard.

1.2.4.     CB Type transmissions:

1.2.4.1.  The entire 10 metre amateur band is full of these stations in A3E. F3E. J3E modes, without any identification, but are definitely from South East Asia with their dialects. They may be loggers from Indonesia or taxi operators of Thailand or from any of the other countries in SE Asia.

1.2.5.     Low power beacons:
1.2.5.1. Long line fish net beacons (also called Mutant beacons) with Morse identifications, in low power levels, are operating in the South China Seas and the Pacific area. There are several types of identifications using  “alpha-numeric” and “numeric-alpha” combinations. The identifications are given either continuous or thrice every 4 minutes. The “3XYZ” series is famous with more than fifty beacons operating during the fishing seasons. The owners and the licensing authorities are not known 

1.2.5.2.  There are many low power amateur radio beacons from several countries who are getting the interference from these low power beacons of other non amateur services, other than fishing beacons.

1.2.6.     Data Stations:

1.2.6.1. There are many of these non-amateur data stations using F7B, M7B modes with 8/12 channels at 150 Bauds for data transmissions (VFT) occupying the amateur frequencies. As their identifications are not positively made out, we are unable to proceed with any action.  

1.2.7.     Cordless Telephone interference:

1.2.7.1. Long range cordless telephones of Chinese manufacture have created a havoc on the 2 metre band and other nearby VHF channels, interfering with amateur services, amateur satellite services, and even Air Traffic Control services. Some of the Region 3 countries like Australia, have taken drastic steps to contain this menace.

1.2.8.    Indonesian Non Amateurs:

1.2.8.1. Indonesian non-amateur operators and nets have increased many times in the past couple of years. They were using regularly (all the 24 Hr) the lower band edge frequencies in the 40 and 20 metre bands. But, now they have started using 30,17 and 15 metre band frequencies also. In the 30 metre band, they are reported interfering with ATC traffic near about 10018 kHz (though not an amateur frequency). They are also having regular nets on 14100 kHz and near by frequencies, causing severe interference to the IARU/NCDXF beacon programme.

1.2.9.    Fishing Trawlers:

1.2.9.1. We had very few reports earlier of fishing trawlers from Japan and Taiwan causing interference to amateur traffic in 80 metre band and else where. But, the latest to cause considerable and consistent interference in the 40, 30, 20, 17 and 15 metre band amateur frequencies are the fishing trawlers from Sri Lanka. It is reported that Sri Lanka got many of its fishing trawlers built from Korea, who furnished the amateur radio communications equipment in the trawlers, which is causing all these problems to the legal operators on the amateur radio frequency bands. These Sri Lankan fishing trawlers use only Sinhala language for their communications in mostly J3Eu mode on all the bands (but they have learnt to use LSB also on some of these bands too). Communicating with them is almost impossible without Sinhala language, but they understand the language of QRM. Contacts with the Sinhala amateurs, has not shown any lessening of the QRM.

1.3.     Short Term intruders:

1.3.1. The spurious inter-modulation products and some harmonic radiation cases from radio stations like Voice of America, BBC, SLBC (Sri Lanka), AIR(India) did appear. The problems were rectified very fast, as soon as their contacts were informed.

1.4.     Action taken, if any:

1.4.1. Two complaints were filed by the Regional Coordinator with the Secretary IARU Region 3 HQ, regarding the a) A3E transmissions of the erst while Radio Pyongyang (DPR-Korea) on 3560 kHz and b) many of the spurious and harmonics from Radio Pyongyang, monitored in Japan, New Zealand and Australia.

1.4.2.  A status report on the situation concerning the Indonesian non amateur use of amateur frequencies was prepared and submitted to the Chairman, Region 3.

1.4.3. A report on the summary of the “CB QRM” and replies received from nine National Societies of Region 3, was submitted to the Chairman and Directors of region 3.

1.5.    Success Stories, if any:

1.5.1. A whole hearted help and support from HARTS saw that the CODAR sea state Radar pulses, which were causing havoc for the past couple of years, in the range of 24950 to 24990 kHz amateur band frequencies of 12 metre band, was SILENCED just recently.

1.5.2. Whether the exhaustive complaints lodged regarding DPR-Korea, Indonesia lead to a story of success or failure is yet to be awaited from the Secretariat.

1.6.    Dissemination of Monitoring Information:

1.6.1. The E-mail version of the monthly report is sent to the Regional Coordinators of Regions 1 and 2; the International MS Coordinator; the Chairman and the Directors of Region 3; all the contributors and to the Region 3 HQ.

1.6.2. The monthly MS newsletters are available in the Region 3 web site at:

http://www.jarl.or.jp/iaru-r3/ms/r3msnl.htm for all those interested worldwide.

1.7.      Expenditure:

1.7.1.  Lion’s share of the expenditure is on the internet services obtained by the Regional MS Coordinator, at the Cyber Café. Occasionally downloading of information, scanning and Xeroxing, postage and stationery expenses are the other parts of the expenditure.

1.7.2.  A copy of the “Passport to World band Radio 2002” and a copy of “World Radio TV HandBook 2003” were the only important reference material that were purchased. Though no periodical was subscribed to, the need for a reliable and well-known magazine like the monthly “Monitoring Times” is a BAD NECESSITY, for the Regional MS Coordinator.

1.7.3.  The expenses incurred for a sample period from 01 November 2002 to 31 October 2003,(12 months), is INR 6109/-  that is about US $  11/- per month, as postal expenses is much reduced.

1.8.     Recommendations:

1.8.1. There is an urgent need for volunteers from South East Asian countries to clearly identify the languages used, possible service to which used, and the identification of the intruder who are from their region/country.

1.8.2.  Those National Societies who already have the Monitoring System, to be more active in sending loggings to the Regional MS Coordinator

1.8.3.  Every National Society must encourage all those of their members contributing to the intruder watch service, by suitable commendation certificates, and thus, boost the morale of the new comers, in their annual meetings.

1.8.4.  The outcome of all complaints etc, lodged through the Region 3 Headquarters, should be made available to the regular monitors helping in the Monitoring System work of Region 3.

1.9.     Acknowledgement:

1.9.1.  The Regional MS Coordinator thanks all the contributors to the programme,  the Regional MS Coordinators of Region 1 and 2, the International MS Coordinator and others, for encouraging  and helping in queries, with elaborate replies.

1.9.2. The continued equipment support of the National Society-Amateur Radio Society of India, with its Kenwood TS-140-S, is a great help, which is heartily appreciated.

1.9.3.  The Regional MS Coordinator feels that he could have done more, with better equipment support for monitoring 6 and 2 metre bands, also.

1.9.4.  The innumerable clarifications, suggestions and encouragement received from the Region 3 Secretariat, through Mr. Keigo Komuro, Secretary and Mr Jay S. Oka, Assistant to the Secretary, are very much remembered and highly thanked.

Respectfully submitted to the 12th Regional Conference of IARU Region 3, for kind information and necessary action, wherever requested for.








B.L.Manohar “Arasu” VU2UR








Regional Monitoring Systems Coordinator.
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