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Report From IARU Region 3 Beacon Project Coordinator
Jamie Pye ZL2NN

IARU Region 3 NCDXF/IARU International Beacons

Status of the NCDXF/IARU International Beacons in Region 25 October 2003:

	Call
	Location
	City/Town
	Operator
	Status
	Logged1

	ZL6B
	New Zealand
	Masterton
	NZART
	OK
	262

	VK6RBP
	Australia
	Perth
	WIA
	OK
	56

	JA2IGY
	Japan
	Nagoya
	JARL
	OK
	81

	VR2B
	Hong Kong
	Hong Kong
	CRSA, HARTS
	OK
	105

	4S7B
	Sri Lanka
	Colombo
	RSSL
	OK
	40


The appendix on last page has a complete listing of the International Beacons
1. Number of times logged on 28.200MHz between 1 Jan 2003 and 25 Oct 2003 as noted in the hfbeacons mailing list postings

Other Beacon Matters

UK 5 MHz Beacons: In my report to the Directors September 2002 I reported that both UK amateurs and US had experimental access to a portion of the 5 to 6 MHz band. UK amateurs have retained their experimental access. The UK experimental beacons are now under construction and are to operate on 5290.0kHz.

Interference to the IBP chain: This is particularly bad at times on 14.100 MHz from amateurs using digimodes. The 28.200 MHz IBP frequency does suffer interference from fellow amateurs particularly during contests.

Beacon Logging

Proposal for an Automatic Beacon Monitor: To create a group of automatic beacon monitoring stations to collect reception data from the 18 NCDXF/IARU International Beacon Project beacons and post the data in graphical form to the web. The equipment would consist of: a multiband omni-directional antenna such as a vertical, a computer controllable receiver and a Pentium 3 class computer with a permanent Internet connection.

The software will control the receiver to monitor the 18 beacons on 5 bands once every 15 minutes. The waterfall plots from each block will be pasted together to create 24-hour reception strips for each station for each band. The strips will be uploaded to a web server for display by station, by band, etc. Summary graphics could display thumbnail information in smaller graphic files. (extracted from the NCDXF web site)

E-mail mailing list: A very valuable source of beacon information is the hfbeacons mailing list. This is a discussion group dedicated to beacon operation and monitoring (mainly on 10m) set up by Steve Reed G0AEV and Martin Harrison G3USF. About 30% of the e-mails on the hfbeacons mailing list refer to the international beacons. (to subscribe: hfbeacons-subscribe@explore.plus.com )

My last report: As this is my last report I wish the 2004 Region 3 Conference successful discussions and conclusions to agenda items. I have attended the Region 3 Conferences as an observer for NZART since Manila 1981 and as the Region 3 Beacon Coordinator since Singapore 1994. I wish my successor as the Beacon Coordination all the best and success in his/her endeavors.
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IBP Beacon Locations

NCDXF/IARU Beacon Transmission Schedule at 25 October 2003

	Call
	Location
	14.100
	18.110
	21.150
	24.930
	28.200
	Operator
	Status

	4U1UN
	United Nations
	00:00
	00:10
	00:20
	00:30
	00:40
	UNRC
	OK

	VE8AT
	Canada
	00:10
	00:20
	00:30
	00:40
	00:50
	RAC/NARC
	OFF1

	W6WX
	United States
	00:20
	00:30
	00:40
	00:50
	01:00
	NCDXF
	OK

	KH6WO
	Hawaii
	00:30
	OFF
	00:50
	OFF
	01:10
	NOARG, HARC
	OK

	ZL6B
	New Zealand
	00:40
	00:50
	01:00
	01:10
	01:20
	NZART
	OK

	VK6RBP
	Australia
	00:50
	01:00
	01:10
	01:20
	01:30
	WIA
	OK

	JA2IGY
	Japan
	01:00
	01:10
	01:20
	01:30
	01:40
	JARL
	OK

	RR9O
	Russia
	01:10
	01:20
	01:30
	01:40
	01:50
	SRR
	ON2

	VR2B
	Hong Kong
	01:20
	01:30
	01:40
	01:50
	02:00
	CRSA, HARTS
	OK

	4S7B
	Sri Lanka
	01:30
	01:40
	01:50
	02:00
	02:10
	RSSL
	OK

	ZS6DN
	South Africa
	01:40
	01:50
	02:00
	02:10
	02:20
	ZS6DN
	OK

	5Z4B
	Kenya
	01:50
	02:00
	02:10
	02:20
	02:30
	ARSK
	OK

	4X6TU
	Israel
	02:00
	02:10
	02:20
	02:30
	02:40
	IARC
	OK

	OH2B
	Finland
	02:10
	02:20
	02:30
	02:40
	02:50
	SRAL
	OFF3

	CS3B
	Madeira
	02:20
	02:30
	02:40
	02:50
	00:00
	ARRM
	OK

	LU4AA
	Argentina
	02:30
	02:40
	02:50
	00:00
	00:10
	RCA
	ON2

	OA4B
	Peru
	02:40
	02:50
	00:00
	00:10
	00:20
	RCP
	OFF4

	YV5B
	Venezuela
	02:50
	00:00
	00:10
	00:20
	00:30
	RCV
	OK


Underlined means web site information available

NOTES:

1. Hardware problems — may be intermittent

2. The call sign is garbled due to a hardware problem

3. Equipment stolen

4. Transmitter being repaired

____________________
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