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1. Background

STARS***, an abbreviation for "Support of The Amateur Radio Service in Region 3," was originated in the 8th IARU Region 3 Conference in 1991. It aims to promote and support amateur radio activities in the countries/societies in Asia, Pacific region.

2. Activities

STARS*** had been sending educational books for 7 years (1994 – 2000.) A number of books that STARS*** dispatched during that period reached 150. It came to a total of 25 organizations that have received the books. JARL, NZART and WIA kindly donated those books to STARS***. 
Criteria for selection of countries/societies were:
a. Countries/societies where amateur radio is not permitted.
b. Amateur radio is permitted, but the number of stations is small.
c. Countries/societies that ask for aid.
d. Countries/societies that have never been promoted and supported by STARS before.
3. Recent Activities

In August, 2000, STARS*** sent out questionnaires to societies/organizations (as attached.) Based on an analysis of the results of the questionnaires, STARS*** decided to start sending radio kits as a new educational material to attract the interest of young people. 

In July 2002, STARS*** sent out a letter to 11 organizations to ask whether they wish to receive kits that can be awakened young people’s interest in electronics by building radio by themselves. They are: Bangladesh, Bhutan, Iran, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Vietnam, and Tonga. 

Bhutan Telecommunications Authority, Nepal Amateur Radio League, and Amateur Radio Club of Tonga responded with great interest.

STARS*** sent 20 sets of radio kits each to those 3 organizations in October 2002. STARS*** received letters of appreciation from them.

In May 2003, STARS*** again sent out a letter to 14 organizations to ask whether they wish to receive kits. This time, they are: Bangladesh, Fiji, French Polynesia, Macao, Myanmar, New Caledonia, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Pitcairn, Solomon, Sri Lanka, Vanuatu, Vietnam, Mongolia.
The Mongolian Radio Sports Federation and the Vietnam Amateur Radio Club responded with great interest. STARS*** therefore sent 30 sets of radio kits to both organizations in September 2003. STARS*** received messages of appreciation from them.

4. Future Activities

In many parts of the world, there has been a decrease in the number of society members due to the advent of Internet, cellular telephony, etc. It must be necessary for us to recognize that amateur radio is on the decline and we must act as a brake on this undesirable tendency.

Reinforcing STARS activities could be one of measures. However, regretfully, with our budgetary limits, it is not easy to support STARS activities all the way. The present situation of JARL is the same as other organizations. But if we pass over the problem without devising thoroughgoing measures, STARS activities may be going to be gradually decreased someday. To prevent to fall into such situation, we must give this problem more careful consideration and find out the way.

Not only from STARS Task Force members but also from anybody, we need to receive good suggestion/some advice. We need to put our heads together now.

5. Task Force members 

There have been changes in the STARS*** Task Force members after the 11th IARU Region 3 Conference in Australia.

Presently its members are:  

ARSI, Adolph Shepherd, VU2AF

CRSA, Chen Ping, BA1HAM

JARL, Masayoshi Ebisawa, JA1DM

KARL, Yong Surk Lee, HL1FB

MARTS, H.L.Cham, 9M2YB 

NZART, Peter Lake, ZL2AZ 

RAST, Tony Waltham, HS/G4UAV

WIA, Brenda Edomonds, VK3KT
The questionnaire letter

Dear Sir/Madam:

I am the chairman of the Committee of the Support of The Amateur Radio Service (STARS), International Amateur Radio Union Region 3. Purpose of this committee is to cooperate in vitalizing amateur radio activities (promotion) in developing countries in the International Amateur Radio Union, Region 3.

We, STARS have sent books on amateur radio to your country (your league) for promoting amateur radio activities in your country, and for more effective support, it will be appreciated if you would let us know your opinion. 

Please send us your opinion regarding the questionnaire described below.

1. Regarding circulation:

a. Do you think that the current circulation (1 copy) is enough for you?

b. If not, how many additional copies do you need?

2. Regarding content:

a. Are you satisfied with the content of the current issue?

b. Do you have any request on the content?

3. Regarding types of book:

a. Are you satisfied with the present type of book?

b. Do you need other types of book?

c. In case of the above, what type of book (category) do you need?

4. Regarding items other than book:

a. What type of cooperation do you need other than the delivery of our book? For example, sponsoring seminars on amateur radio, organizing meetings with other hams or providing radio equipment.

b. Do you need continuous cooperation by STARS in the future?

We will welcome your frank opinion whatever you have regarding the activities of STARS. We hope amateur radio activities in your country (league) will further be promoted in the future.

                                                                  Masayoshi Ebisawa, JA1DM

                                                                                   Chairman

                                                             STARS Task Force of IARU Reg.3

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Result

1. I sent survey papers to the following societies/countries that we have sent educational materials in 1999 and 2000.

   01. Afghanistan

07. Myanmar        

   02. Bhutan        

08. Nepal           

   03. Cambodia    

09. New Caledonia   

   04. PR of Korea   

10. Pakistan         

   05. Iran        

11. Sri Lanka        

   06. Laos      


12. Vanuatu

2. Societies/countries that answered the survey were:


01. Bhutan


02. Iran


03. Laos


04. Pakistan

3. Answers (number of societies/countries)

Q: How many copies of educational materials do you need?

A: One copy is enough (1 societies/countries)

A: Need more than 2 copies (2 societies/countries)

Q: Are you satisfied with the content?

A: Yes. (3 societies/countries)

Q: What other kind of books do you need?

A: Need more technical books (2 societies/countries)

Q: Do you need other kind of cooperation?

A: Basic Rx & TX (Kits) for new members.

A: Equipment for new club stations.

A: Training.

Q: Do you need continuous cooperation by STARS in the future?

A: Yes. (2 societies/countries)
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This sensitive AM radio Kit using one tip IC is for beginners
and who can hear AM radio broadcast with a small ear phone.
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Parts list for this kit.

Variable VC
tuning condenser 260PF

IC LMF501T
This IC contains RF amlifier,
AM detector and AGC. oV7" lg\IN
Printed circuit board
MK-1339D

Small plastic case
(Size, about 6cm-4cm-3cm)
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Battery holder
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