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Introduction

The period since the Darwin Conference in 2000 has been one of intense activity. The World Radiocommunications Conference, WRC-03, held in Geneva in June-July 2003, has required the full attention of your Directors with expenditure of much time and resources. The WRC has overwhelmingly dominated the work in this period and has had effects on other tasks. 

The IARU Region 3 Newsletter

The newsletter has been an ongoing “report to societies” and forms a regular “report from Directors” of which this present Report from Directors’ can be considered a supplement. 

The newsletter has continued to be published, regularly every quarter since December 2000. This implements the deliberations at the 10th and 11th Region 3 Conferences. 

The target audience for the newsletter is the general membership of all Region 3 member societies. The objective has been to appraise the readers with Region 3 matters and of issues facing the world-wide amateur radio fraternity. The work of IARU on many topics has been reported. As expected and as designed, some societies have used material from the newsletter in their own journals. 

Through the newsletter, Directors have endeavored to strengthen Region 3, to provide support to its member societies and to encourage amateur radio within the Region. The increased awareness of issues faced at the different levels in Amateur Radio will help to garner greater empathy for Region 3 and further support for its work.

The Directors thank all those persons and societies who contributed material and articles for publication. The Directors also thank the Member Societies that responded to the survey. Informal discussion at this 2004 Conference is another useful channel for feedback. Feedback from you helps the newsletter to be adapted to better meet your needs and the aspirations of the Region.

The IARU Region 3 Strategic Plan

The action undertaken under each of the Objectives is set out in Appendix A. The key matter perceived as requiring priority attention by all of us is the decline in the numbers of amateurs in most countries.

The Directors are of the view that personal mentoring on a one-for-one basis is appropriate to bring new people into amateur radio. Current radio amateurs are emissaries to propagate information on what amateur radio is all about. Publicity material is available at the web sites of several member societies. This material can be readily downloaded and adapted for your own promotional purposes. Members of every member society should be involved in this very important recruitment task.

The Directors observe that some countries have more non-member licensed operators than other countries. The absence of any perceived membership benefits and value for the membership costs could be the deterrent and could be addressed by positive promotional efforts.

More women are getting into technical studies and they form a potential group for the expansion of amateur radio. Integrating women into local society activities is an important move. Including women in your conference delegation will also be a positive step. Depending on their respective cultures and environments, member societies should seek to enhance participation by women through regular nets for women and by YL conferences. Such activity will help spread the interest in amateur radio to other women. 

WRC-2003

The WRC-03 has been and gone. It was successful in that much was gained for the amateur service but it still leaves much to do in the years ahead. Full and complete reports about the conference were circulated to Region 3 member societies so further repetition is not needed here.

The important lesson that was again learned and confirmed as being an absolute requirement in amateur radio, is that each society must have a very close liaison with its administration and each society should work to be absolutely sure that its administration is totally sympathetic and supportive towards amateur radio. 

This situation must be cultivated between now and the next WRC at which there will be more issues of concern to the world-wide amateur radio fraternity. 

The Asia-Pacific Telecommunity and its Preparatory Group meetings for WRC-03 (APGs)

The Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) held five Preparatory Group Meetings (APG meetings) for WRC-03: APG-1 was in Bangkok in Sept 2000; APG-2 was also in Bangkok in June 2001; APG-3 in Bangkok in June 2002; APG-4 in Busan, Korea in August 2002 and APG-5 in Tokyo in February 2003. 

The IARU was represented at all five APG meetings by IARU Vice President David Wardlaw VK3ADW. Region 3 was represented by Director Y.S. Park HL1IFM. At the APG-5 meeting, Region 3 was also represented by Director K C Selvadurai 9V1UV. There were also amateurs on national delegations at each of these APG meetings including your Chairman of Directors Fred Johnson ZL2AMJ, on the New Zealand Delegation to APG-5.

The key objects of the meetings were to develop common proposals for the work of WRC-03 and to endorse the procedures for the adoption and the approval of APT common proposals. The meetings provided an opportunity for APT members to consolidate their efforts and to work with a spirit of co-operation in addressing the large agenda for WRC-2003.

The total attendance at these APG meetings fluctuated from approximately 100 to 300, representing nearly 30 administrations and over 25 affiliated members. 

Discussions covered all the agenda items of WRC-03 and included many items of interest to amateurs. These topics were discussed at each APG meeting and views were shared both during formal meetings and during the many informal opportunities. As each progressive APG meeting was held, the views were further discussed and the proposals fine-tuned.

The favorable result of IARU Region 3 member societies liaising with their administrations on the WRC agenda item 1.23 was very apparent at the APG meetings. Whereas at the early meetings, administrations were very unsupportive, as the sequence of meetings progressed, some administrations became considerate even to the extent of submitting papers in support of the IARU proposal.

At the APG-5 in Tokyo, conclusions on agenda items of amateur radio operator interest were generally accommodating of IARU proposals. However, on agenda item 1.23, regarding the realignment of the 7 MHz band, it was decided that there would be no common APT proposal. This meant that individual administrations could submit their own proposals to the WRC and the possibility of a no-change proposal going forward was minimized. That would have been the worst case for the amateurs. 

Because of regular attendance at the series of APG meetings, Director Park gained much experience negotiating with national delegations and made many useful connections with delegates from many countries. Useful IARU Region 3 and APT liaison paths have been well established. 

The Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union

The ABU was one of many Non-Governmental Organizations participating in discussions at the APG meetings, working to influence the development of preliminary common APT proposals for the work of the WRC-03. Its work was seen to not be in accord with the best intentions of the IARU. 

At the 3rd APG meeting, held in Bangkok in June 2002, the ABU opposed the realignment of the 7 MHz band, agenda item 1.23 of WRC-03. The main reasons given by ABU for objections were:

(a) The change may result in frequencies being out of the tuning range of the world’s 600 million shortwave receivers.

(b) The new frequency range may be out of the tuning range of a majority of the current shortwave transmitters.
(c) Broadcasters will face considerable cost penalties to implement the proposed changes.
Rather than wait until the subsequent APG meeting, your Directors set up a meeting with ABU and had a discussion with their key officials in Kuala Lumpur in August 2002. The ABU officials explained that their view was based on a survey they had conducted among their members. 

To address the issue, your Directors carried out a survey among IARU Region 3 member societies seeking details of short wave receivers available for sale in their respective countries. The results of the survey showed that the receiver tuning range is not a problem.

With regard to the possible impact on HF broadcasters, your Directors studied the frequencies at which members of ABU transmitted in the 7.0 to 7.3 MHz band. The key conclusions of the study as already reported to member societies were:

1) Only 14 countries (58%) with ABU Full-Membership within Region 3 show any activity in the band 7.1 to 7.3 MHz. Of these, there are 12 countries that transmit above 7.2 MHz. Hence the transmitter re-adjustment should be possible without incurring excessive costs. 

2) As many as 10 countries (42%) of the ABU Full-Member countries within Region 3 have no transmissions between 7.1 to 7.3 MHz. and therefore will be unaffected by the re-alignment proposed under agenda item 1.23.
This study supported by the data which was based on frequencies reported in the “World Radio & TV Handbook”, was conveyed to ABU in early January 2003. In February we had had feedback that the data used in the study was unsuitable and we were given what was termed “authentic” data. A fresh study of the authentic data supplied by ABU showed that there is no significant contradiction with the data used in the original study. This comment was communicated back to ABU in early March 2003.

This matter will be closely studied as further work on re-alignment at 7 MHz proceeds. Further steps to re-align at 7 MHz will best require support from the ABU to bring advantages to both the broadcasting and to the amateur services. 

Post-Darwin Conference Task list

A separate report addresses the tasks given to your Directors by the Region 3 Conference at Darwin in 2000 and gives the progress in many issues that was able to be made with the time and resources available. The dominance of the WRC-03 has had considerable influence on what was able to be achieved and what it has been possible to complete. 

Telecom Asia 2000 and 2002

Two ITU Telecom Asia events have been held in Region 3 since the last Region 3 Conference in Darwin. The venue for each of these Telecoms was in Hong Kong. The first was held in December 2000 and the second in December 2002. At each of these events the IARU was a participant and provided a stand at the Exhibition to display and to promote the amateur service. 

The IARU stands at each Telecom Asia were similar. They were staffed continuously during the Exhibition by members from a number of Region 3 member societies, notably HARTS and CRSA. Region 3 Directors Fred Johnson ZL2AMJ in 2000 and Peter Naish VK2BPN in 2002 represented the IARU. Each of these Directors was present throughout the entire period of the respective Telecoms and assisted with duties at the stand. 

Visitors to the IARU stands were able to see examples of the many diverse facets of amateur radio and hear at first hand about the services provided by the IARU to radio amateurs. The stands provided an important focal point for the IARU at Telecom Asia and facilitated the task of meeting a wide range of interested persons. Many complimented the IARU for having a presence at the exhibition and showing dedication to the cause of ensuring that the voice of the amateur service was heard. At Telecom Asia 2002, Mr. Yoshio Utsumi, the Secretary-General of ITU, met with Director Naish and expressed his personal interest in amateur radio and acknowledged the work performed by IARU at international events and conferences. 

The IARU Administrative Council 

Representatives from Region 3 have attended all meetings of the IARU Administrative Council since the meeting of the Council held at Darwin. This representation is in accord with the IARU constitution. 

The Summary Records of these AC meetings are available on the IARU web site and have been reported to member societies by the newsletter and in other ways too. 

Relationship with and matters relating to other IARU Regions

It had been the practice for representatives from your Directors to attend the meetings of the Executive Committees in Region 1 and Region 2. This contact was desirable because the common problems in amateur radio being addressed in each of the Regions and the inter-change of views was an advantage to all Regions. 

For economy reasons, this practice was discontinued. The gap and loss of interchange of ideas for common solutions to problems is noticeable and it is considered that the live attendance should be restored and again be a regular requirement. 

Amateur Radio in Region 3 Countries with no Member Society

Since the last Regional Conference in Darwin in 2000, there have been three additional countries in Region 3 elected to IARU membership. These are Pitcairn Island, Macau and Vietnam. There are other Region 3 countries that are not members of IARU and the Directors continue to monitor the situation. Specifically the following findings are worthy of note:

DPROK

The government of the DPROK continues to prohibit international amateur radio communication and the radio frequencies are controlled by the military. Officers of the frequency management department have attended recent meetings of APT (except at Busan in ROK) and learned much about the amateur service.

The Directors continue to be concerned about the use of 3560 kHz by a high-powered broadcast station in Pyongyang. Formal letters of complaint have been addressed to the authority in DPROK but so far without result.

NEPAL

No information has been found regarding any organisation representing radio amateurs in Nepal. The Directors continue to monitor the situation.

EAST TIMOR

Despite moves in East Timor towards a more stable and democratic form of government it is probably still too early to expect the stability needed for an amateur radio society that could be considered for membership of IARU.

In addition to monitoring countries without IARU membership, the Directors also continue to review the status of amateur radio in a number of countries with member societies and which appear to have little activity. In particular in recent times, Brunei, Myanmar and the Solomon Islands are of concern. Response to official IARU correspondence to member societies in these countries has been spasmodic or non-existent. There appears to no longer be a member society in Myanmar and earlier Myanmar membership of IARU was suspended. 

Finances

The finances of Region 3 are covered in the report from the Secretary.

We live in difficult times. Your Directors have been conscious of the impact on member societies from the currency fluctuations following economic downturns. The table at Appendix B sets out the changes in value of currencies of many countries in the Region over a 6-year period 1997 to 2003. The ‘average’ is an arithmetical average of the change over the 6 year period, each currency is given equal weight. 

Your Directors have helped to alleviate the financial hardship of one member society caused by the depreciation in the value of its currency.

Tasks ahead

The work ahead is not decreasing nor is it getting any easier. 

The IARU target of a 300 kHz world-wide amateur exclusive allocation at 7 MHz was not achieved at WRC-03, so that task is incomplete. The next WRC at 2007 may present a further opportunity for re-alignment as a part of the consideration and review of HF Broadcasting needs between 4 and 10 MHz. Intense study of this issue by IARU is needed. 

New radio systems and services are seeking their own spectrum spaces and they bring continuing concerns for the amateur radio spectrum allocations. 

New ITU Member States and greater sophistication in some developing countries with their more active participation in World Radio Conferences makes the defense of the amateur service that much more difficult.

The cost of representation at international conferences to defend amateur service interests is steadily increasing. These costs relate not only to the preparation and attendance at world conferences such as a WRC but must also include the preliminary meetings such as APGs and CPMs too. 

Amateurs world-wide have been very fortunate to have had a group of dedicated volunteers to support the IARU in discussions and deliberations at important meetings and conferences. Looking into the future, there is a need to find new and additional enthusiastic volunteers with the commitment, competence and qualifications to skillfully study and present issues relating to the protection and enhancement of the amateur service. 

The first task is to study and to work towards setting the right and favorable conditions for the next WRC. The essential component is the continuous and positive liaison of Member Societies with their respective administrations. Early information on any proposals that concern the amateur service must be obtained. Then because of the close liaison, Member Societies must be able to win the support of their administration to the IARU view.

Another task is just as vital. Efforts to protect and to improve the radio frequency spectrum allocations for radio amateurs at future WRCs will not be needed if there are insufficient numbers of new radio amateurs being brought into the fraternity. Our efforts to make amateur radio attractive to youth and to encourage promotion of the amateur service by all possible means must be reviewed and intensified. 

Along with these two major tasks is the need to ensure that the changes that have been recently gained are adopted for the maximum benefit of all radio amateurs. The WRC-03 adopted extensive revisions to Article 25 of the international Radio Regulations. These changes came into force on 5 July 2003. Member Societies should note that these revisions enhance the role of the amateur service as a communications resource in cases of emergencies or disaster relief. A new provision of Article 25 allows an administration to grant “roaming” permission to radio amateurs temporarily in its territory, subject to such conditions or restrictions it may impose.

Member Societies should recognize that it is desirable for their domestic regulations to be amended to bring them into alignment with the revised Article 25. Societies are urged to bring to the attention of their administrations the desirability of adopting specific changes in their domestic regulations for the advantage of the amateur and amateur-satellite services. 

Conclusion

The period reviewed has been dominated by one major task, working to ensure some sort of successful outcome, the best outcome that could be achieved, from the WRC-03. The tasks ahead are seen as requiring similar intensities and further devotion of commitment and effort.

The Directors thank all those persons and societies who have contributed towards the work of the Region and facilitated the work shouldered by the Directors. The Directors express their greetings and good wishes for a successful 12th Conference. 

____________________
Appendix A

Strategic Plan

Your Directors and member societies have carried out many tasks to implement the Strategic Plan adopted at the 11th Conference. 

Objective 1

To promote, represent and advance the interests of radio amateurs in all countries of Region 3 of the International Telecommunications Union by the furtherance of the objects of the International Amateur Radio Union. 

Member Societies have been in liaison with their respective authorities to promote amateur radio interests. At all recent international conferences, Directors have discussed with and canvassed support from representatives from Region 3 countries on matters with amateur radio concerns.

Your Directors have been actively seeking the setting up of societies in certain countries with no present member society. The revival of some dormant societies has also been pursued.

Objective 2

To protect and to enhance the special interests of radio amateurs in Asia and Oceania and radio amateur privileges in all of the countries in the Region. 

Region 3 has been represented at all meetings of the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) during the past 3 years. Informal discussions with the APT officials have helped them to gain a greater understanding of amateur radio.

Objective 3

To encourage an awareness of the value of radio amateurs by the administrations of all countries in the Region.

Member Societies have, over the 7 MHz realignment issue, had increased contact with their administrations and in lobbying support for realignment have in many instances explained the value radio amateurs provide for their country. Your Directors have likewise done so when meeting with these officials at international conferences.

Objective 5

To represent radio amateurs both nationally and internationally. 

Region 3 Directors have attended all meetings of the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) during the past 3 years. Whenever Directors and the Secretary visited a country on other business, they have with officers of the local Member Society, met with officials of the administration. Region 3 Directors set up and manned a booth at both ITU Exhibitions held in Asia during the past 3 years namely at Telecom Asia 2000 and again at Telecom 2002, both of which were held in Hong Kong.

Objective 6

To gain, protect and retain adequate amateur radio frequency allocations as frequencies allocated for the sole use of radio amateurs. 

The key action under this Objective has related to the re-alignment of the 7 MHz band. The work done and action taken has been described elsewhere.

Over recent years, there have been increasing instances of unlawful intrusions by pirates and others into the amateur bands. To have an effective monitoring service, it is important that all member societies play an active role by nominating a monitor to report intrusions heard in that country.

Objective 7

To provide for and encourage the interchange of ideas and information between the radio amateurs in the Region. 

The Region 3 Newsletter published every quarter since December 2000 has been a means for the communication of ideas. Member societies are encouraged to participate by contributing articles so their experiences may be shared for the benefit of other societies.

Objective 8

To exercise powers in support of IARU and not in substitution for the exercise of power by IARU. 

Region 3 Directors have attended all meetings of the Administrative Council (AC). When requested, Directors have supported member societies with specific data and information as needed by them.

Objective 9

To provide the resources, both administrative and financial, for the preceding objectives to be achieved. 

The finances of the Region have been managed with prudence.  Your Directors continue to be mindful of costs. 

Appendix B

	Currency rates in selected IARU Region 3 countries:
      (Source of data: http://www.oanda.com/)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	All data relate to values as of 31 March
	
	
	Value at
	

	Country
	Currency 
	2003
	2002
	2001
	2000
	1999
	1998
	1997
	6yr increase
	31-Oct-03
	Increase from '97

	P'pines 
	Peso
	54.7
	51.15
	49.65
	41.18
	38.83
	37.85
	23.67
	131.09
	55.38
	133.97

	I'nesia
	Rupiah
	8891.5
	9855.6
	10420
	7580.9
	8750
	8650
	2401.3
	270.28
	8529.6
	255.21

	Thailand
	Baht
	43.005
	43.52
	45.52
	37.86
	37.67
	38.95
	25.95
	65.72
	39.94
	53.91

	S Korea
	Wan
	1256
	1326.7
	1332
	1107.5
	1227
	1390
	892
	40.81
	1195.3
	34.00

	M'sian
	Ringgit
	3.789
	3.8
	3.8
	3.8
	3.8
	3.66
	2.48
	52.78
	3.82
	54.03

	India
	Rupee
	47.65
	48.89
	46.66
	43.63
	42.44
	39.5
	35.94
	32.58
	45.37
	26.24

	S Lanka
	Rupee
	95.95
	95.82
	86.6
	73.85
	69.45
	62.45
	58.35
	64.44
	94.87
	62.59

	Japan
	Yen
	119.85
	132.65
	126.33
	105.51
	119.19
	132.99
	123.82
	-3.21
	108.76
	-12.16

	A'lia
	Dollar
	1.666
	1.875
	2.061
	1.633
	1.587
	1.509
	1.275
	30.67
	1.42
	11.37

	N Z'land
	Dollar
	1.815
	2.27
	2.484
	1.998
	1.877
	1.81
	1.439
	26.13
	1.636
	13.69

	Taiwan
	Dollar
	34.84
	35.018
	32.85
	30.6
	33.2
	32.89
	27.55
	26.46
	33.99
	23.38

	S'pore
	Dollar
	1.772
	1.844
	1.806
	1.718
	1.731
	1.614
	1.445
	22.63
	1.738
	20.28

	China
	Remimb
	8.287
	8.287
	8.279
	8.279
	8.28
	8.279
	8.296
	-0.11
	8.287
	-0.11

	Hong Kong
	Dollar
	7.8
	7.799
	7.8
	7.786
	7.75
	7.749
	7.749
	0.66
	7.761
	0.15

	Pakistan
	Rupee
	60.146
	62.95
	61
	51.9
	50.33
	44.16
	40.07
	50.10
	59.54
	48.59

	PNG
	Kina
	3.516
	3.6297
	3.3
	2.625
	2.395
	2.004
	1.386
	153.68
	3.279
	136.58

	Vanuatu
	Vuv
	132.1
	147.6
	150.35
	133.77
	131.06
	123.12
	113.11
	16.79
	133.3
	17.85

	Bangladesh
	Taka
	60.081
	5.954
	54.35
	51.15
	48.65
	46.45
	43.3
	38.76
	60
	38.57

	Fiji
	Dollar
	1.979
	2.236
	2.331
	2.0429
	1.996
	1.942
	1.41
	40.35
	1.806
	28.09

	Average %
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	53.03
	
	47.31

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


