To VU2UR Regional 3 MS Coordinator

RAST Monitoring Report: - For December 2005
Unfortunely this month I have not had much time for detailed monitoring, with one thing and another. So this report is confined to conditions in general. 

Propagation remains poor with ten and twenty meters all but dead. The web gives out information counter to DX stations to those that I could possible work, due to my time zone differences. Also most DX that I require are in the Central Caribbean area always seem to be operating CW, not a mode that I can copy.

The morning grey line long path, to South America, on twenty meters, has been very good, but only open for a very short time. I have begun to hear several intruders around this time from the Indian continent. Transmissions are from vessels, as the engines can plainly be heard. Attempts to close them down fail, they simply move to another frequency. Chinese intruders on twenty meters are increasing, with most making up silly long BG type call signs. 

Christmas day, I monitored an OTHR transmission on a heading of 330 degrees with a signal strength over + 90 Db’s (no more attenuation left) the transmission lasted about ten minutes. Apart from this no other OTHR was heard on Christmas day, peace.

I had a friend call around recently, who knowing that I was in the radio business requested that I have a look at his portable receiver. The complaint was that the sound was muffle and he could not hear the BBC on any frequency. The portable was a digital synthesized type made by Sony. 

The problem was immediately identified as an OTHR transmission blocking the receiver. I then listened on my TS940 and showed him that this was one and the same type of interference. The point of the story is to bring notice to the authorities, and especially to the BBC engineering department, that OTHR’s are rendering broadcast from the BBC useless.  
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