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WICEN in different regions of Australia

WICEN operates in each Australian State and Territory either under the relevant State Disaster Plan, or is affiliated with various emergency relief bodies. 
It is a group of radio amateurs who mainly provided emergency communications to assist in emergency situations, and able to provide emergency and safety communications when normal communications do not exist or are inadequate.

Simular groups exist in many other nations, carrying out the traditional dual role of preparedness training and deployment during times of disaster and emergency. 

Examples in the past include Cyclone Tracy, Orange bushfires, Newcastle earthquake, the 1993 North-Eastern Victoria Floods, 1994 Sydney & Central Coast Bushfires, storms, and the Thredbo landslip, the 2009 bushfires in Victoria, and Northern Victorian Floods, and Cyclone Yasi in Queensland. 

WICEN members provide their own radio equipment, are trained in communications and message handling techniques, and freely give up their time as volunteers to benefit the community

In NSW and Victoria, WICEN are separately incorporated organisations, and in other States WICEN is usually affiliated with an active club for support services. 

WICEN has been created to serve the needs of the particular state and as such the structure within each state differs according to the relevant emergency management plan.

It can establish communication networks within a State or Territory, and has the capability to extend these communications throughout Australia and overseas.

To keep up its training requirements, WICEN operators take part in many exercises on behalf of the community, again providing safety communications at car rallies, running events, canoe marathons and the like.

Although voice radio is still used for passing messages, WICEN frequently uses packet radio (computers linked by radio circuits) for the reliable and speedy handling of long and complex messages. 

The trained WICEN operator core is available to the authorities and, in a larger emergency, would act as a nucleus allowing the radio amateur population to be put to use in a coordinated manner.

WICEN is using the Emcomm national training syllabus designed to set standards for operating procedures, operations management and competence training of operators.

WICEN and Emergency Response role 

In times of emergency an agency's usual communication facilities, particularly telephone systems and mobile phones, require supplementation. In most State and Territory Disaster Plans, the police are responsible for coordinating the emergency response of all other agencies, and are the primary provider of support communications to other agencies in an emergency.

WICEN is one of the several agencies responsible for supporting and assisting the Police, with it providing of communications systems to other emergency agencies. 

Although largely volunteer based, the emergency service organisations are very professional. In most cases these volunteers must meet training standards and be accredited. 

WICEN's Emergency Response role is to provide:

· Radio communications for, and between, support agencies

· Supplementary and support communication to combat agencies

· Service to the community where conventional communication facilities are not available

· Response to the Police ER Coordinator or the various State Emergency Services.

The expected role of WICEN includes supplementary radio communications for:

· Police (Coordinators) 

· State Emergency Service

· Rural Fire Services

· Red Cross Society

· St John Ambulance Brigade

· Department of Agriculture

· Department of Health

· Department of Education

· Department of Community Services

· Local Municipalities

· Welfare Groups

· plus various other sister services

WICEN adopts a professional attitude and approach to its operations, and through the use of amateur band frequencies, repeaters, and portable repeaters, serves as expected by the agencies and groups. 

WICEN also gives its members the opportunity to develop a wide range of skills, including those who are WIA members, the new WIA Emergency Communications Operator qualification and accreditation. 

