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Region 1 Executive Committee Meeting 
The annual meeting of the Region 1 EC was held on 10 and 11 March 2012 at the headquarters of the Deutsche Amateur Radio Club in Baunatal, Germany. 

WRC-12 - Colin Thomas, G3PSM, discussed the report submitted and highlights of the 2012 World Radio Conference held earlier in Geneva. G3PSM was complemented on his work at WRC-12 as CEPT Co-ordinator. 

Colin Thomas, G3PSM, Ulrich Muller, DK4VW, and Hans Blondeel Timmerman, PB2T, were of the IARU representatives at WRC-12 involved with the meetings and corridor talks.

EMC Matters - Christian Verholt, OZ8CY, discussed the EMC report and highlighted various PLT matters. CISPR issues such as multimedia items, emissions of LED lights, Plasma TVs, Photoviac, etc., are also highlighted.

CW as Intangible Heritage – the 2011 Region 1 General Conference concluded that IARU Region 1 should take the necessary steps for the recognition of CW as an intangible heritage by UNESCO. The German society, DARC, reported on the progress that has been made. Region 1 Member Societies will soon be informed of what actions they are required to take.

The Meeting decided that a Spectrum Workshop would be held at Ham Radio 2012 in Friedrichshafen in June 2012. Member Societies and specialists were invited. The purpose of the Workshop – “The IARU did well in the preparation for and during World Radio Communications Conference 2012. It is in our interest to maintain that high level of IARU representation and even try to improve it. There is a need to replace those who are or will be no longer available and we have to invest in our future representation. We also must not forget our representation at the national level. Finally, we need to transmit the same message at all levels of participation.” The Workshop was held on Sunday 24 June 2012 and the topics covered were: 1) The ITU; 2) Regional Telecommunications Organizations; 3) National administration; 4) World Radiocommunications Conference - Outcome of WRC-12; WRC-15 agenda and Preparations for WRC-15; 5) Frequency allocations, and 6) Regulatory Affairs.

IARU Region 1 Youth Co-ordinator and Youth Activities

Following the 2011 IARU Region 1 General Conference, a call was put out for candidates and three nominations were received. After interviews with the three nominees, Lisa Leenders, PA2LS, was appointed as the Region 1 Youth Co-ordinator. Lisa has been active in Europe with Youth Activities.

At Ham Radio 2012 at Friedrichshafen, Lisa, PA2LS, made a presentation on the progress she has made since she was appointed as the Region 1 Youth Coordinator. She also presented the Youngsters-on-the-Air meeting that is scheduled to be held in Eeklo, Belgium from 19 to 26 August 2012.

This year the first International Youth Meeting and Meeting of Youth Supervisors was held during Ham Radio. After the introductions, the young people and others attendees had a chance to tell their stories. 

A Finnish youth team (SRAL) and Swedish youth team (SSA) were present at Ham Radio where they staffed the stand of their member societies at the fair. The Finnish youth stayed at Ham Camp like many other young radio amateurs. The Swedish youth team set up a photo gallery and blog about their trip and stay together with the SSA Youth Coordinator Johan, SM5F.

On Saturday 16 June 2012, many Region 1 Member Societies participated in the ARRL Kids Day. The Polish society (PZK) launched a tropospheric balloon from Włocławek with a cross-band repeater with the call sign SR0FLY. In Southern Africa, there was good participation in the SARL’s Youth Day contest.

As a part of the Swedish (SSA) youth initiative SK0YT, the Swedish youth team, operated SK9HQ during the IARU HF contest on 14 and 15 July 2012. They operated as a multi-multi, using SSB on 160 – 10 m from Kvarnberget, SK0UX. Seven young people participated and the aim was to introduce "contesting" and to give them the opportunity to practice operator techniques. It was felt that this would be a fantastic opportunity for the young Swedish radio amateurs to try out contesting and since SK9HQ has its own multiplier in the contest, they would be highly sought after.

The 2012 European Youth ARDF Championships was held in the beautiful green Lithuanian forests near the town of Siauliai. The competition was organised by LY2CD and a smart company of assistants. The small hills made the competition more attractive and there were many visitors supporting the teams. Medals went to Russia, Ukraine, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Bulgaria and Lithuania. There were 104 participants from 9 countries and they had a great time. The next chance the youth will have is during EYAC’14 in the Czech Republic. 

Member Societies

Azerbaijan. An application for membership was received from the Federation of Radiosport of Azerbaijan. The EC meeting approved the application and relevant documentation. At present, the application is out for the vote by MS.

Democratic Republic of the Congo. The EC meeting also noted that 21 candidates in the Democratic Republic of the Congo wrote a radio amateur examination. The licences and call signs were awarded in April 2012.

Tunisia. In January 2012, the Tunisian administration contacted the IARU to assist them implementing a new amateur radio framework. Tafa Diop, 6W1KI followed this up with e-mails and telephone calls. Hans Blondeel Timmerman, PB2T, had a meeting with the Tunisian delegation at WRC-12 and it was agreed to send available information, followed by a 1 to 2 day training session in April. It was suggested to use the amateur framework of a neighbouring country as example.

From 31 March to 4 April, Hans, PB2T, and Afif Benlagha, 7X2RO, visited Tunisia to assist the National Frequency Agency (NFA) with the development of a framework for amateur radio. The planning for this meeting was discussed during WRC-12. The teams used the opportunity to learn more about the two new amateur radio societies that now exist in Tunisia.

On Tuesday 3 April 2012, PB2T, paid a courtesy visit Mr Mongi Marzoug, Minister of Technology, Information and Communications. The Minister has tasked himself to reorganise telecommunications in Tunisia along a European model. He instructed the NFA to invite IARU Region 1.

During the mornings of 2 and 3 April, PB2T and 7X2RO met with the Agency and briefed a group of about 15 technicians from the three departments in the agency on the following:

· The organisation of the ITU and the IARU

· The nature of the Amateur Radio Services

· The ITU Radio Regulations

· An Introduction to Amateur Radio Activities

· ITU Radio Regulations: Amateur allocations

· National Allocation Table and sub-regional arrangements

· Implementation of WRC changes

· How society can benefit from Amateur Radio

· National Licensing and regulations

· The Algerian example

· Amateur radio examinations

· International roaming

· Emergency Communications 

PB2T, made proposals for a three-tier licensing system, the allocation of amateur spectrum and amateur call signs. The proposal will be use to develop legislation. 
____________________

