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Beginning in November, 2011, KARL initiated an improved procedure to obtain amateur radio operation permit for foreigners in Republic of Korea. This permit can be extended every five years. Currently Korea has a reciprocal treaty only with Japan since 1992. Then we opened amateur radio to all countries in the world in 1999.
Below was effective starting November, 2011.

- Application fee was reduced from $85 to $45 for a five year permit. 
- Permit period was one year. It changed to five years regardless of visa period.
- Permit applicants used to be issued with HL/home call sign. But now applicants can choose either 'HL/home call sign' or 'HL prefix call sign such as HL1ZBA, etc'. Many applicants choose Korean call sign mostly because it is easier to use shorter call sign rather than the lengthy HL/home call sign. This is more important when operating in CW mode.
Currently KARL is working closely with a congressman Lee, Byung Seok to change radio laws to improve as below. 
- Removing equipment restriction for foreign hams in Korea as well as Korean hams 
- Adding English writing to permit for foreign hams in Korea as well as Korean hams 
KARL is working hard to improve all these.
**********************************************************************1. New Applicants: Please submit the following documents by airmail or email in MS word, PDF, JPEG or paper. 
(1) Application form in 'Official Form' menu (Five year permit will be issued regardless              of visa period.)

(2) Copy of applicant's license which shows name, call sign, class and expiration date. 

This does not have to be the one from his/her own country of citizenship. 
(3) Copy of a passport page which includes a photo of applicant 
(4) A table which shows permissible maximum output power and allowed frequency bands by class in applicant's licensed country. 

This is required because we issue a permit to a similar(or equivalent) operating privilege of your license. 

United States and Japanese stations are not required to submit this because we already have the tables. 
(5) Fee: KRW50,000($45US)

** Note: Your Korean call sign will be HL#/your call sign. (# will be from 1 to 5 depending on your address in Korea) 

Or if you prefer you can choose to be issued a Korean call sign in the application form.

In this case HL#Z** (such as HL1ZAA, HL5ZAB, etc) will be issued (Effective Nov 28, 2011)

The maximum power output allowed in Korea is 1000watts (Application above 100watts may require station inspection.).

Homemade radios or some equipments that were never imported into Korea may require station inspection. In this case we may use

KARL's equipments to obtain your permit just to avoid station inspection.(One example is that a recent application with 

Icom IC7200 required station inspection by our government so KARL used IC706 to get a permit.)

***Equipment Restriction***
In Korea only the equipments listed in the station permit (license) can be used for amateur radio activity. This regulation started in 1950's when Korea first opened amateur radio and has been continuing till today due to the fact that spies from North Korea have been communicating using HF CW mode. Nowadays internet, facsimile, email, and cellular phone can be used for spy communications, thus restricting amateur radio equipments does not help stopping spy activities. KARL has been asking our government to abolish the requirement but it has not been realized yet. Almost all amateurs in Korea use any equipment they can get regardless of this law and government has no intension to enforce the law. So many amateurs in Korea call it a dead law. Amateurs from overseas often embarrassed due to this requirement however once they get an operation permit in Korea they are free to choose their own equipments. KARL is trying very hard to abolish this restriction. It is expected that sometime in 2012 this equipment restriction will be removed permanently.

2. Extension(Renewal) and/or Changing Radio (Accepted beginning two months before permit expires.)
Initial permit is valid for five years. Five year extension and/or changing radios can be done by submitting the following document.
(1) Extension form in 'Official Form' menu

(2) Copy of applicant's license which shows name, call sign, class and expiration date

This does not have to be the one from his/her own country of citizenship. 
(3) Copy of a passport page which includes a photo of applicant
(4) Copy of your old permit

(5) Fee: KRW20,000($18US)

Note: Current permit holders(with HL#/home call sign) who want to change to Korean call sign should apply as a new applicant. 

In this case fee is KRW50,000 ($45US).

3. Fee (50% reduced effective Nov 1, 2011)
(1) New application: KRW50,000 ($45US) for the first five year
(2) Extension/changing radio : KRW20,000 ($18US)
(3) For wire transfer : KARL, Korea Exchange Bank(KEB) account number 204-22-03894-0,
Swift code : KOEXKRSE 
Bank address : Korea Exchange Bank, 181 Euljiro-2ka, Chung-ku, Seoul, Korea
(4) Or you may send a certified check drawn to KARL.

(5) Or you may use Paypal to HL0HQ@hanmail.net. Please do not send email to this address.

This email address is for Paypal only. (To join Paypal please look at www.paypal.com.)

(6) If you are already in Korea, you may walk into any bank near you and ask a teller to deposit the amount into the above KARL's bank account.

Bank may charge you KRW1,000($1US) for the service.

4. Further Information & Application Submission
(1) Address : KARL Building 3F, Yang Jae-Dong 267-5, Seocho-Gu, Seoul 137-130, Korea
(2) Alternate address : C.P.O. Box 162, Seoul 100-601, Korea
(3) Phone : 82-2-575-9580 (Korean when dialing from overseas) 
02-575-9580 (Korean when dialing in Korea)
82-17-236-2872 (English when dialing from overseas) 
017-236-2872 (English when dialing in Korea) 
(4) E-mail inquiry(in English) and application submission yonglee@yonsei.ac.kr
